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The Mediating Role of Parenting Style

Yifan YANG', Hisayo SHIMIZU®

Abstract: The purpose of this study was to examine the influence of martial relationship and
parenting style on children’s problem and prosocial behaviors in China. A total of 165 mothers
(mean age, 32.33) with children aged 3—6 years (mean, 4.56) completed an online questionnaire
to assess their marital relationship and children’s problem behaviors. The mothers’ responses
measured their marital relationship, parenting style, and children’s problem and prosocial
behaviors. Structural equation modeling showed that the marital relationship mediates parenting
style and influences children’s problem and prosocial behaviors. In addition, a mediation analysis
was conducted based on the results of the structural equation modeling. Marital conflict was
found to influence children’s problem behaviors through the mediation of authoritarian and
permissive parenting styles. Marital support was found to influence children’s problem behaviors
through the mediation of authoritative parenting style. Both marital conflict and marital support
were found to influence children’s problem and prosocial behaviors through the mediation of
parenting styles. In sum, these results suggest that the marital relationship not only influences
children’s problem and prosocial behaviors, it also influences children’s problem behaviors
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The Influence of Marital Relationships on Children’s Problem Behaviors in China:

through the mediation of parenting style.
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B D, A, 5122d ) R EDONTELH
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ot CRen, BEHNRZIICKTT S
(Petersen et al., 2015) o [ EATBh A3 EE = FiiH o
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FREO RGO TIE, BRI T RIER O
B RENSBICHIIMLTB Y (Xiao et al,
2020), TNF TOWNZED, T I FEE I
BEHEN7-TE 7, BlzE, RmleEr1&
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BORME MR L7 ZORER, JimBROm
JEE S co-parenting |ZF2ET 5 2 LAY 5 A
72 o 720 %72, marital adjustment (% E O+
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EAMDMENAE L Y, MBFRN:EEE
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T T (A LN /M a HR¥
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FrboAH L15 0.37 3.00 1.00
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FeI A — b 16.01 2.30 20.00 8.00 75
R 5 B E R 11161 897 133.00 87.00 87
M E 2 7 B H R AL 47.36 9.20 74.00 23.00 83
AN L RE R 35.68 465 46.00 2500 50
AR EE S 2876 434 39.00 21.00 74
I S 7 AT ) 1271 169 15.00 9.00 64
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MR LR BB EA N R EFERICIE
OB G2 FIFEY R — ML, FREN RS
BREFICIEOREL S 2 MRV EEFE
L ERANLEFTEREICEORELH 2 Tw
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5o BEEER 72 R BIR ORI & L Co R
X, BEMLZERE T ELOEISHEIZ—
ELTHMELTWDZ &N (Brel &
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T &b O DMEIAHG] S N D ED D 5
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HHEEE L T 20 OLETEOMEI VNS (2
LUREEN D 5 L E Z LN D SHOWZETIL,
PR OBTEE L2 CEBEOHERED 7 — %
PIETLULENHLEEZ LN D,

51 Ak

Achenbach, T. M., & Edelbrock, C. S. (1978). The
classification of child psychopathology: A
review and analysis of empirical efforts. Psy-
chological Bulletin, 85(6), 1275-1301. https://
doi.org/10.1037/0033-2909.85.6.1275

Ahmadi, K., & Saadat, H. (2015). Contribution of
marital stability to parenting styles: A cross-
sectional study of Iranian mothers in intact
marriages. Journal of Child and Family Studies,
24(7), 2155-2163. https://doi. org/10.1007/
s10826-014-0018-1

Ahrons, C. R. (1981). The continuing coparental
relationship between divorced spouses.
American Journal of Orthopsychiatry, 51(3),
415-428. https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1939-
0025.1981.tb01390.x

Baumrind, D. (1971). Current patterns of parental
authority. Developmental Psychology, 4(1,
Pt.2), 1-103. https://doi.org/10.1037/
h0030372

Baumrind, D. (2013). Authoritative parenting
revisited: History and current status. In R. E.
Larzelere, A. S. Morris, & A. W. Harrist (Eds.),
Authoritative parenting: Synthesizing nurtur-

ance and discipline for optimal child develop-



ment (pp. 11-34). American Psychological
Association. https://doi.org/10.1037/13948-
002

Baumrind, D., Larzelere, R. E., & Owens, E. B.
(2010). Effects of preschool parents’ power
assertive patterns and practices on adolescent
development. Parenting: Science and Practice,
10(3), 157-201. https://doi.org/10.1080/
1529519090 3290790

Benson, M. J., Buehler, C., & Gerard, J. M. (2008).
Interparental hostility and early adolescent
problem behavior: Spillover via maternal accep-
tance, harshness, inconsistency, and intrusive-
ness. The Journal of Early Adolescence, 28(3),
428-454. https://doi.org/10.1177/027243160
8316602

Berzonsky, M. D. (2004). Identity style, parental
authority, and identity commitment. Journal of
Youth and Adolescence, 33(3), 213-220. https://
doi.org/10.1023/B:JOY0.0000025320.
89778.29

C. Cybele Raver. (2002). Emotions Matter: Making
the Case for the Role of Young Children’s
Emotional Development for Early School
Readiness. Social Policy Report. 16(3), 1-20.
https://doi.org/10.1002/j.2379-3988.2002.
tb00041.x

Chang, L., Lansford, J. E., Schwartz, D., & Farver, J.
M. (2004). Marital quality, maternal depressed
affect, harsh parenting, and child externalising
in Hong Kong Chinese families. International
Journal of Behavioral Development, 28(4),
311-318. https://doi.org/10.1080/016502503
44000523

Chang, L., Schwartz, D., Dodge, K. A., & McBride-
Chang, C. (2003). Harsh parenting in relation
to child emotion regulation and aggression.
Journal of family psychology: JFP: journal of
the Division of Family Psychology of the
American Psychological Association (Division
43), 17(4), 598-606. https://doi.org/10.1037/
0893-3200.17.4.598

Chen, X., Cen, G., Li, D., and He, Y. (2005). Social
functioning and adjustment in Chinese children:
the imprint of historical time. Child Development.
76, 182-195. https://doi.org/10.1111/;.1467-
8624.2005.00838.x

Chen, X., Dong, Q., & Zhou, H. (1997). Authorita-

_58_

tive and Authoritarian parenting practices and
social and school performance in Chinese
children. International Journal of Behavioral
Development, 21(4), 855-873. https://doi.
org/10.1080/016502597384703

Cox, MJ, Paley, B, Harter, H. (2001). Interparental
conflict and parent-child relationships. In:
Grych, JH, Fincham, FD, (Eds.), Interparental
conflict and child development: Theory, research,
and application. (pp.249-272). Cambridge
University Press.

Cox, M. J., & Paley, B. (2003). Understanding
families as systems. Current Directions in
Psychological Science, 12(5), 193-196. https://
doi.org/10.1111/1467-8721.01259

Cummings, E. M., Davies, P. T., & Campbell, S. B.
(2000). Developmental psychopathology and
family process: Theory, research, and clinical
implications. The Guilford Press. (/1 I 7
A, EM, 7494 =X PT, &F ¥ N
v, S.B. #ifiFET (R) TrbossEs
RIBOY 7Y AT 5 HERETH (EH
(2006). FEERMIHIELYS—F &b OFEH
TP O FEE & RIEBAR NENIAS
1z

Davies, P. T., & Cummings, E. M. (1998). Exploring
children’s emotional security as a mediator of

the link between marital relations and child
adjustment. Child Development, 69(1), 124~
139. https://doi.org/10.2307/1132075

Du, Y., Kou, J., & Coghill, D. (2008). The validity,
reliability and normative scores of the parent,
teacher and self report versions of the Strengths
and Difficulties Questionnaire in China. Child
and adolescent psychiatry and mental health,
2(1), 8. https://doi.org/10.1186/1753-2000-
2-8

Emery, R. E., & O’Leary, K. D. (1982). Children’s
perceptions of marital discord and behavior
problems of boys and girls. Journal of abnormal
child psychology, 10(1), 11-24. https://doi.
org/10.1007/BF00915948

Fincham, F. D., & Hall, J. H. (2005). Parenting and
the Marital Relationship. In T. Luster & L.
Okagaki (Eds.), Parenting: An ecological
perspective (pp. 205-233). Lawrence Erlbaum
Associates Publishers.

Flouri, E., & Midouhas, E. (2017). Environmental



adversity and children’s early trajectories of
problem behavior: The role of harsh parental
discipline. Journal of family psychology: JFP:
journal of the Division of Family Psychology
of the American Psychological Association
(Division 43), 31(2), 234-243. https://doi.org/
10.1037/fam0000258

Gao, M. M., Du, H., Davies, P. T., & Cummings, E.
M. (2019). Marital Conflict Behaviors and
Parenting: Dyadic Links Over Time. Family
relations, 68(1), 135-149. https://doi.org/
10.1111/fare.12322

Grych, J. H., & Fincham, F. D. (1990). Marital
conflict and children’s adjustment: A cognitive-
contextual framework. Psychological Bulletin,
108(2), 267-290. https://doi.org/10.1037/
0033-2909.108.2.267

B A - DR (2022). B Rl HE
HRAMEM B ZENEZ I L TF £ OIS

Hr e —mRETHREL T—
FLE KA LEAIRZE, 60, 47-53.

Hosokawa, R., & Katsura, T. (2018). Role of
Parenting Style in Children’s Behavioral Prob-
lems through the Transition from Preschool to

Elementary School According to Gender in
Japan. International journal of environmental
research and public health, 16(1), 21. https://
doi.org/10.3390/1jerph16010021

Hu, Q., & Feng, Q. (2022). Parenting style and
prosocial behaviour among Chinese preschool
children: A moderation model. Early Child
Development and Care, 192(9), 1444-1461.
https://doi.org/10.1080/03004430.2021.1888
942

Huang, C-Y & Cheah, C. & Lamb, M. & Zhou, N.
(2017). Associations Between Parenting Styles
and Perceived Child Effortful Control Within
Chinese Families in the United States, the
United Kingdom, and Taiwan. Journal of
Cross-Cultural Psychology. 48. 002202211
770610. 10.1177/0022022117706108.

Klausli JE, Owen MT. 2011; Exploring actor and
partner effects in associations between mar-
riage and parenting for mothers and fathers.
Parenting. 11, 264-279. https://doi.org/10.10
80/15295192.2011.613723

Kwok, S. Y. C. L., Cheng, L., Chow, B. W. Y., &
Ling, C. C. Y. (2015). The spillover effect of

_59_

parenting on marital satisfaction among Chinese
mothers. Journal of Child and Family Studies,
24(3), 772-783. https://doi.org/10.1007/
$10826-013-9888-x

Liu, J., Xiao, B., Hipson, W. E., Coplan, R. J., Yang,
P., & Cheah, C. S. L. (2018). Self-regulation,
learning problems, and maternal authoritarian
parenting in Chinese children: A developmental
cascades model. Journal of Child and Family
Studies, 27(12), 4060-4070. https://doi.
org/10.1007/510826-018-1218-x

Llorca, A., Cristina Richaud, M., & Malonda, E.
(2017). Parenting, Peer Relationships, Academic
Self-efficacy, and Academic Achievement:
Direct and Mediating Effects. Frontiers in
psychology, 8, 2120. https://doi.org/10.3389/
fpsyg.2017.02120

Magai, D. N., Malik, J. A., & Koot, H. M. (2018).
Emotional and Behavioral Problems in
Children and Adolescents in Central Kenya.
Child psychiatry and human development,
49(4), 659-671. https://doi.org/10.1007/
s10578-018-0783-y

Morsbach, S. K., & Prinz, R. J. (2006). Understand-
ing and improving the validity of self-report of
parenting. Clinical child and family psychology
review, 9(1), 1-21. https://doi.org/10.1007/
$10567-006-0001-5

Padilla-Walker, L. M., Carlo, G., Christensen, K. J.,
& Yorgason, J. B. (2012). Bidirectional relations
between authoritative parenting and adolescents’
prosocial behaviors. Journal of Research on
Adolescence, 22(3), 400-408. https://doi.
org/10.1111/j.1532-7795.2012.00807 x

Parkes, A., Green, M. & Mitchell, K. (2019).
Coparenting and parenting pathways from the
couple relationship to children’s behavior
problems. Journal of family psychology, 33(2),
215-225

Ramsey, A., Watson, P. J., Biderman, M. D., &
Reeves, A. L. (1996). Self-reported narcissism
and perceived parental permissiveness and
authoritarianism. The Journal of genetic
psychology, 157(2), 227-238. https://doi.org/1
0.1080/00221325.1996.9914860

Shek, D. T. L. (2000). Parental marital quality and
well-being, parent-child relational quality, and

Chinese-adolescent adjustment. American



Journal of Family Therapy, 28(2), 147-162.
https://doi.org/10.1080/019261800261725

BB (2016). 7)) —OfEEtHHTY 7 b
HAD : #¥ge DN & et - 8HE, W
RERICBILFAHALTEDRE 274
ToER a2 -3 VRS L
59-73.

Stroud, C. B., Durbin, C. E., Wilson, S., &
Mendelsohn, K. A. (2011). Spillover to triadic
and dyadic systems in families with young
children. Journal of family psychology: JFP:
journal of the Division of Family Psychology
of the American Psychological Association
(Division 43), 25(6), 919-930. https://doi.
org/10.1037/a0025443

IR LA JORTBET - FEEER T - N
WAL ZE R - B AR - LA R (2002).
FimBIfR & Mmoo+ & i) S &
DR E—RK R RE B L OB O ERERE
AL L T— HHOEERIE, 50,
120-140.

Tavassolie, T., Dudding, S., Madigan, A. L.
Thorvardarson, E., & Winsler, A. (2016).
Differences in perceived parenting style
between mothers and fathers: Implications for
child outcomes and marital conflict. Journal of
Child and Family Studies, 25(6), 2055-2068.
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10826-016-0376-y

WHIF (2008). & <22 FLL) LB
IARNT 7 ERE

Wan, G. W., & Leung, P. W. (2010). Factors
accounting for youth suicide attempt in
Hong Kong: A model building. Journal of
Adolescence, 33(5), 575-582. https://doi.
org/10.1016/j.adolescence. 2009.12.007

Wau, P., Robinson, C. C., Yang, C., Hart, C. H., Olsen,
S. F., Porter, C. L., Jin, S., Wo, J., & Wu, X.

_60_

(2002). Similarities and differences in mothers’
parenting of preschoolers in China and
the United States. International Journal of
Behavioral Development, 26(6), 431-491.
https://doi.org/10.1080/01650250143000436

Xiao, B., Bullock, A., Liu, J., & Coplan, R. J. (2022).
The longitudinal links between marital conflict
and Chinese children’s internalizing problems
in mainland China: Mediating role of maternal
parenting styles. Family process, 61(4), 1749~
1766. https://doi.org/10.1111/famp.12735

IHNZER - BRI (2019). RFAEDBHL
72D KA B AR S A & AL AT B
IZG-RBWE—BO L) W) BEZENE
Bl LCT—, Wil Fl KA, 13, 89-
97.

Yu, J. J., & Gamble, W. C. (2008). Pathways of
influence: Marital relationships and their asso-
ciation with parenting styles and sibling rela-
tionship quality. Journal of Child and Family
Studies, 17(6), 757-778. https://doi.org/
10.1007/510826-008-9188-z

Yu, Y., Wang, T., Liang, J., Yang, C., Wang, H., Zhao,
X., Zhang, J., & Liu, W. (2020). Behavioural
Problems Amongst Pre-School Children in
Chongqing, China: Current Situation and
Influencing Factors. Risk management and
healthcare policy, 13, 1149-1160. https://doi.
org/10.2147/RMHP.S263155

Zhang, R., Guo, Y., Bai, B., Wang, Y., Gao, L., &
Cheng, L. (2022). The Association between
Parental Marital Satisfaction and Adolescent
Prosocial Behavior in China: A Moderated
Serial Mediation Model. International journal
of environmental research and public health,
19(9), 5630. https://doi.org/10.3390/ijerph
19095630



