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Abstract

This article reviews two books about the Persian Gulf politics. One is Mehran Kamrava,
Troubled Water Insecurity in the Persian Gulf(Cornell University Press, 2018). Another is
Christopher M. Davidson, From Sheikhs to Sultanism: Statecraft and Authority in Saudi
Arabia and the UAE (Oxford University Press, 2021). Both tackle recent structural changes
within Gulf countries from different perspectives. On the one hand, Kamrava examines the
reason why the Persian Gulf has been insecure for decades, focusing especially on the
situation after the Arab Uprising. It is argued that the Persian Gulf’s consistent insecurity
is attributed to four factors, which includes historical path independence with its security
complex, the commitment of the US maintaining its insecure structure, GCC countries’
policy and preference, and the intractable security dilemma. These corelating variables has
made the insecurity in the region intractable and self-sustaining. On the other hand,
Davidson argues that the power structure shifting within Saudi Arabia and the UAE
exemplify the emerging advanced-sultanism regime which is characterized with its
concentration of power to individual authority and its distance from ideologies, while their
new polity retain some features of their predecessors’ rentierism. Thus, recent emerging
regime within Saudi and UAE indicates another sub-category in advanced-sultanism.
Given by these literatures, in conclusion, we suggest that two possible research prospects.
First, it is necessary further consideration of China effects on the security architecture
within the Persian Gulf. Second, the deeper examination into the processes of statecrafts
among the GCC countries to examine the effects on their foreign policies can sophisticate
conventional analytical framework for the Persian Gulf’s security and the theory of neo-

classical realism.
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Ly~ REZBT 2R TERIR->TLEIZ L, THDH, TO LT, AEOHEMRITIE
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ENRTED, F3IZ, KEOLLLTEENNFIT 5N 5, 1980 £ 5 2000 FRITH T T
D FHIR O 2RFEICB D TH LA RERZ R L CE kB S A BRI, )
DORGRIIBEEAR L o7, IEFEFEMREGNLEE LW EIXWV 2, KE & THIE O X5 P
bk Z L&Ay, AL LT, HIkoREICHIT CREN TAERMANF] & LT
DEENZRLEETZENTENTROR, TNIEHEVBENTIERNE W) ONREFO LT
Thd,

b, Z2FETHLT Y72 [BRRME] ONEEZMBLL TEd, REOERITREL
2200065,

LI, AEIX, aXon—F U RIRO B 2 JLE B ISR LoD, e E X T
ALY BRI OZ SEEREE DI L TS E8THD, EFEAENPAEIRXTWD@ED .,
AREFIaRUAN=F URROBGRICERREEZHSTZD, 50T E > FHOHERmER
AT DO TIERN (ZOEKRT, Bm2 ISz <IEiwn), 228, FFIRO
HEmm MM A2z BT 52 I8 0 . AEZ, Ty BRIk o L 2R EICET 2 BEF O
M ABR > TELHLWVVAHICHZ Y THZ LTI LTS, EFORMT 28, 2
DOHIBIC BT 2 Z2RE LOZBITEFNMEDO 270 6T, BURH, FFEH. £ L THEIR
MEICHEEL TS, e IEAER, TOHEALTICBNT, A~—2D7 7 7 4 (Yusuf
bin Alawi bin Abdullah) FiZMBICKH T 514 v Z Ea—0ARnT THEICE > TRERRE Lo &K
RKOBBIIM N EEERFRLE A MEZANLTIC TKRE] LWIHIEZDR-TELE
WHTEY—=RFEMALTWD, EE, RMEOERT @Y, BllFA TA~— 2 Ix LT
AN BB E 52 GLEFOEBIIFELRN—F T, HEFEBORIEE~DODRLERT AT T
ATADELETHKRTI2ENE Vo EFIT, MEL T EWTRE (oA 2T —24



WM ERICMYIAEND 2 L) BRI T 2EAN R EBICRET DARERDH D, 20 K 9512,
ik DL RREICK T HBEAONIEN T L L TEHEFMEZ R L E LIEBERNL2REIZER
B TELOH L, AFELNLSHC S TAMOZEREE) TBR), £ LT IERO G
Pl LW ) BODF—U—RE@Ioha2#EO TEY, ZORICKRERERID D,

210, MBIIToTHZ OBMPFAESLA ¥ B a—flEIC Lo T, KEFOEIESH 24l
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