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A Study of Teacher Intervention and Perception of Music Making

Activities in Elementary Schools:
Through the Analysis of Language Activities During Group Activities

Asako NAKAMURA

Kumano Daini Elementary School, Graduate School of Human and Social Sciences, Hiroshima University

Abstract

Who cannot express oneself in words? How can a teacher assess children’s ability to ‘ability to think, make judgements, and
express themselves,” particularly those who are unable to express themselves verbally? To investigate these questions, the
author practiced a first-grade class of elementary school and analyzed the language activities that were being conducted in
groups. It was found that children can be effectively encouraged to connect to the next trial. To a certain extent, it is possible
to observe children’s ‘ability to think, make judgements, and express themselves’ by focusing on the role of expression in
addition to sound, music, and the body movement apart from words, and also by analyzing their role in communication.
It became clear that it is possible to gain some insight into their ‘ability to think, to make judgments, and to express
themselves.’

Keywords : Devices of musical expression, ‘Ability to think, make judgements, and express themselves,
Groups, Teacher intervention, Observation



