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Modernization of Chinese Higher Education and
Impact from Japan

Fengqiao Yan*

Fengqiao Yan

Thank you, Professor Huang. It is my great honor to present my talk to
congratulate the 50th anniversary of Research Institute for Higher Education,
Hiroshima University.

1. Introduction
I have divided my talk into six parts. [slide 2]

The first part is introduction. Among all world civilizations, Chinese civilization
is long and continuous. Compared with Western civilization originated from the
ancient Greece, the Chinese civilization is featured with humanity, and it
emphasizes social relationship and social order. Buddhism is borrowed from India
and integrated into Confucian. Since then, this integration has shaped the Chinese
civilization. The 20th century has witnessed another significant civilization
integration from Europe. Contrast to the first integration, the second integration is
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a tougher process and is accompanied with external invasion. In the process, Japan
plays an important role. As we know, Japan learnt a lot from China in her earlier
history. In this sense, China and Japan share a great deal in culture. Because of
industrial revolution, the Western countries made progress and became the leader
of the world. They expanded to the world market, disseminated Christian believes,
and colonized other so-called uncivilized countries. A few decades before China
was forced to open to the Western world, Japan had already opened to the Western
society and became stronger than and superior to China. Japan’s experience has
influenced China’s modernization. The history deserves review and study. [slide
3]

2. History: Taixue and Daxue

As I mentioned above, we can split China’s history into two periods. The first
period is before 1840, and the second period is after 1840. Historical division is
also true for China’s higher education. The earliest form of China’s higher
education can be traced back to Han Dynasty, and it is termed Taixue (AK%%). In
this period, China had its own knowledge, teaching and learning system. In the
second period, or modernization period, China began to learn from the Western
countries for their university systems (Daxue K% in Chinese). Consequently,
China has transformed its traditional form of higher education, even abolished its
tradition and totally imitated the Western university style. In the latter period,
targeted countries were shifted respectively from Germany to Japan, Russia and
the United States. Particularly, China mainly learned from Japan between 1860
and 1911. The first Sino-Japanese War in 1894-5 was a special event, in which
China lost the war and signed the unfair treaty with Japan. [slide 4]

From 1896 on, more and more Chinese scholars and students went to Japan for
their studies. In 1902 and 1903, the government in Qing Dynasty modelled after
Japan for its King James Charter and Write the School Charter. The latter was
implemented in practice, which ranged from specialization idea, translation of
curricula subject, and textbook. In 1905, the Chinese government abolished the
Imperial Examination (F}#%), and transformed old academy (f5[5%) to modern
school (#%Z). This has not only changed China’s traditional educational system
but also changed overall Chinese society. Particularly, since 1905, Chinese
government set up scholarship to encourage people to study abroad. [slide 5]

Two numbers showed how Japan became a popular destination for oversea study.
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In 1906, 7,283 Chinese students went to Japan to study. Between 1905-1915, more
than 50,000 students went to Japan, a majority of them studied for short time (less
than one year). In the First World War, China was in success group but treated
unfairly. New Youth Journal edited by Chen Duxiu, who studied back from Japan

and became a dean in Peking University, manifested New Culture Movement in
1915. Four years later, May 4" Movement started from PKU and spread out
countrywide. [slide 6]

3. Necessity to learn from Japan

Why did China want to learn from its enemy Japan? We know that the Meiji
Restoration (H]75 4E#7) started from 1868 led Japan to a modern state. The
rationale is that China can become stronger by learning from Japan. Chinese
intellectuals believed that the success of Japan is attributed to its talent and
education. Therefore, China needed to learn Japan’s education system. [slide 7]

After his tudy trip in Japan, Mr. Huang Zunxian (¥53%8%%) wrote Nippon Annals,
the first book that comprehensively introduced Japan to China. [slide 8]

In the book, Mr. Huang underscored that China’s problem was over-confident and
blindness. To the contrary, Japan innovated since Meiji. He convinced that China
could become stronger by innovating and learning from Japan. [slide 9]

In his book, Mr. Mao Zedong commented that Japan made progress by learning
from the West, and no doubt China could learn from Japan. This is common view
of Chinese government and most Chinese people. Such intellectual as Zhang
Zhidong, strongly believed that China could become stronger by strengthening its
education. In 1898, China’s emperor Guang Xu had to make Reform Movement
(4EH#717287%). Unfortunately, the Movement lasted just for one hundred days and
eventually failed. The only survival was Imperial University of Peking, the
predecessor of Peking University, which modeled after Tokyo University. [slide
10-11]

The view of learning from Japan was strengthened by Japan’s success over Russia
in the Russo-Japanese War (1904-5), which was the first east winning in the East-
West battle. [slide 12]
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4. Convenience and relevance to learn from Japan
(1) Convenience

Why did China learn from Japan instead of the West countries? Mr. Liang Qichao
explained convenience. Specifically, there are six reasons: close, same characters,
short travel time, saving cost, Chinese government recognition of graduates from
Japan, and China’s domestic disturbance. [slide 13]

Three quotations here say German and Japan are first two choices for China by
Kang Youwei and Zhang Zhidong, two influential intellectuals. [slide 14]

Cai Yuanpei had the same opinion, who was the first education minster in Republic
China, and he later became president of Peking University in 1917. He returned
from Germany and changed Peking University by its German counterpart. [slide
15]

(2) Relevance

When China initiated its modernization, there were several choices. At least two
choices were available for its regime: constitutional monarchy or republic. For
constitutional monarchy, the Great Britain and Japan were two choices. Japan was
transformed from decentralization to centralization in Meiji. China’s had
monarchy tradition and likeness with Japan. So, Japan’s experience seemed to be
more relevant to China than European counterpart. [slide 16]

5. Japan’s Influences

(1) 1906, Xuebu made educational policy, including five components: loyalty to
monarch, the worship of Confucius, public concern, martial spirit, practical
concern.

In 1906, Xuebu (*+#f, China’s Ministry of Education) made educational policy, of
which five components were core: loyalty to monarch, the worship of Confucius,
public concern, martial spirit, practical concern (“/2 &, BflL, W2, M., M
57%). Among five components, martial spirit came directly from Japan. [slide 17]
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(2) Providing teacher for new-type schools

China needed a great number of teachers urgently for its modern schools. Where
did teachers come from? The statistics said that there were 467 teachers in
provincial excellent normal schools ({4 TYE %5 %E). Of which, 144 were oversea
graduates, representing 30.8%. A majority of oversea graduates came back from

Japan, and they were short-program graduates (half to one year). [slide 17]
(3) Textbook

Textbooks were important for modern schools and universities to deliver their
courses. Two historical facts meant Japanese influence. First, in 1900, Shangwu
Press published textbooks, mostly by editing Japanese textbooks. Second, in 1906,
Chinese government set up Compiled Books Bureau under Xuebu (“#iF). The
function of the bureau was to publish textbooks, and the bureau was staffed mostly
by graduates from Japan. [slide 18]

(4) Teaching methods

Modern teaching methods differed from traditional teaching methods. In modern
disciplines, education science or pedagogy became a special field for study. In this
sense, the five-period method by German Herbart was introduced to China through
Japan. In 1902, Yang Baoheng, studying back from Japan, initiated experimental
method in China. Single level compound (F.4% & 2) teaching replaced old-style
private school (FA%") teaching in rural, popularizing new-type schooling. [slide
19]

(5) Long list of famous persons studying in Japan

In this page, I provided a list of intellectuals and State men who studied in Japan
and came back to China to lead China’s social and cultural revolutions. [slide 20]

6. Closing remarks

Modernization in China was accompanied with the open door policy either by
force or by peace. There were two significant integrations of civilizations in
China’s history. The first one (Buddhism) occurred one-thousand years ago, and
the second one (Christian) occurred one-hundred years ago. The second one is still
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going on.

There are differences between Chinese learning and Western learning. The Chinese
learning is featured with an emphases on personality cultivation and practical
concern. To the contrary, the Western learning is featured with an emphases on
objective knowledge discovery and teaching, and meta-physical characteristics.
Ruth Hayhoe described China’s modern higher education history as one-hundred
year’s cultural conflict. This is arguably a research issue. Today, Chinese
government policy for university direction has two aspects: Chinese characteristics
and World-class (| [E#F€a, 15— 3%). How can Chinese universities contribute
to the world? This is a practical issue and an academic issue as well. [slide 21]

That’s all for my presentation. Thank you very much.

Modernizgtion of Chinese Higher

Educatiordgnd Impact from Japany
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1. Introduction At AR

ERABLATE FEHODL OF IBUCATION

Chinese civilization is long and continuous.
It is featured with humanity, emphasized by social relationship and order.

The 20t century, an unprecedented change in the Millennium ( “+#4x# 2%

A7) .

The modernization went with opening to the outside world ( “s# 5w

SO
The process is forced by external invasion instead of voluntary.
Japan has special connection with China for better and worse.

Always tension between China’s own tradition and external impacts.
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2. History: Taixue and Daxue B A1A8

SRABLATE $cHOOL OF IBUEATION

Two lines: indigenous (vertical) and borrowing (horizontal) (“L#=&. 4%
%)

Taixue : Han Dynasty

Daxue (university): late Qing Dynasty

From current point of view: Borrowing > heritage

Borrowing from where since 19t century: Germany, Japan—USA—Russia—
USA (i, 2002: 24)

1860-1911, deep impact from Japan (i, 2000: 64)

1894-5, Sino-Japanese War (#2%%) , China lost the war, unfair
Maguan Treaty ( (3% %%) )

AR R

SRABLATE $cHOOL OF IBUEATION

From 1896 on, more and more Chinese study to Japan.

1902 & 1903, stipulated King James Charter ( (4% s¥42) ) &
Write the School Charter ( (£z##%4) ) , model after Japan.

Write the School Charter , imitation ranged from specialization idea,

translation of curricula subject, and textbook (i, 2002: 13) .

1905-F, abolishing The Imperial Examinations (##) ,

transformation of academy (#%) toschool (%) .

Since 1905, oversea study scholarship by Chinese government.
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DA 21AL

ERABLATE FEHODL OF IBUCATION

1906, 7,283 Chinese students went to Japan to study (i,

2000: 63)

1905-1915, more than 50,000 oversea students to Japan (i,

2003: 2)

1915, the unfair Twenty-one Treaty ( (=+—%)) .

New Youth Journal edited by Chen Duxiu, New Culture

Movement.

1919, May 4th Movement started from PKU.

3. Necessity to learn from Japan @ A1 rn

ERABLATE FEHODL OF IBUCATION

* 1868 The Meiji Restoration (wi:z#+#) leads Japan to a modern

state.
* China can become stronger by learning from Japan.

* Success of Japan comes from its talent and education. ( “xmia

AL, FLRM, EiemAb, 7 1808, EA A (T LR )
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D A1AE

SRABLATE $CMOOL 0F IBUEATION

* After study trip in Japan, Huang Zunxian (##%) wrote

Nippon Annals ( (8 kB %) 1895) .

AR R

SRABLATE $cHOOL OF IBUEATION

* China’s problem is over-confident and blindness mentioned by

Huang (“z4mEu5, madk, maBik. ” 4, 2002: 211)

* To contrast, Japan innovated since Meiji. ( “Zs#ms, F#n4, =

A4, ARE—. 7 4, 2002: 209 )
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DA 21AL

ERABLATE $EHODL OF FBMEAT

* Mao Zedong describes that Japan made progress by learning
from the West, and China wanted to learn from Japan ( “8 ki

&y S A AR, P EALGEE A%, b, 2002: 209) .

* 1898 China was forced to make Reform Movement (#i% %) .

* Imperial University of Peking (&/mx##) models after Tokyo

University (i#, 2000: 64) o

AR

ERABLATE FEHODL OF IBUCATION

* Intellectuals believed that China can become stronger by
strengthening its education. ( “#&miz, MA¥t, ZF—%, Lk

7, K2R, (WEH) 1898)

K2
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D A1AE

SRABLATE $cHOOL OF IBUEATION

* The Russo-Japanese War (1904-5) , Japan wined Russia.
* China became more realized necessity to learn from Japan.
(“FRAANFZS, MELARKTZE, ” kX, CPERTHALEL)

1922: 53)

4. Convenience and relevance to
learn from Japan D2

» (1) Convenience

* Why did China learned from Japan instead of the West?
* Liang Qichao mentioned convenience.

* Six reasons: close, same characters, short travel time,
saving cost, recognition of oversea student from Japan,

domestic disturbance (4, 2011: 31) .
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DA 21AL

ERABLATE FEHODL OF IBUCATION

* Three quotations say German and Japan are first two choices by
Kang Youwei and Zhang Zhidong, two influential intellectuals.
(“samzs, E#TH, BRIL, FETH, BARTLA, HTRHE.

WA E, ERAA, REFHFT, RAA (EFFARIT) 1898) « “BZ 4R

%, MFPERZA, BERF: BAXRE, RFERIM, ARTZIERNS. 7K
ZR, 30— (FREBEEAT ALY 1901, “HHLE, ABHFERWEL,

RATHTRIMAZ” , “KIRBTFARE, HHKR. 7 K2R (HEE) 1808)

14

AR

ERABLATE FEHODL OF IBUCATION

* Cai Yuanpei had the same opinion. ( “a &n%#upitlit, ”REELHE

ZHEIRZ, RETHR, LAME. 7, Bk (ABEBHEETLFLA) )

e
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AR

SRABLATE $cHOOL OF IBUEATION

+ (2) Relevance
* Two choices for regime: constitutional monarchy and republic.

* Constitutional monarchy: Great Britain and Japan types (Meiji

from decentralization to centralization) (4, 2002: 211)

* China’s had monarchy tradition. ( “akz##phsses, TH—F2

M. " (FPAFEFHETF G 1906) o

5. Japan’s Influences NP AX?

SRABLATE $cHOOL OF IBUEATION

e (1) 1906, Xuebu (#3) made educational policy, five
components: loyalty to monarch, the worship of Confucius,
public concern, martial spirit, practical concern ( “&z. %3, %

A, %A, %% ) . “martial spirit” directly from Japan.
« (2) Providing teacher for new-type schools.

* 467 teachers in provincial excellent normal school (447 %5
#) .144 oversea graduates, 30.8%. majority from Japan,

short program finisher (half to one year). (%, 2003: 66-67)
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AL A%

ERABLATE FEHODL OF IBUCATION

« (3) Textbook

* 1900, Shangwu Press published textbooks, mostly by editing

Japanese textbooks.

* 1906, Compiled Books Bureau of Xuebu (#2:) published

textbooks, which was staffed by oversea graduates from Japan.

18

@

Ty

» (4) Teaching methods.

* Five-period method by German Herbart spread to China

through Japan.

* 1902, Yang Baoheng, studying back from Japan, initiated

experimental method.

* Single level compound (##% %) teaching replaced old-style
private school (#) teaching in rural, popularizing new-type

schooling.
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AR

SRABLATE $cHOOL OF IBUEATION

» (5) Long list of famous persons studying in Japan.

Influence from Japan goes beyond Chinese universities.

Intellectuals (+: xFm) .

Intellectuals: EE 4%, &R, kA, ZZF, 254,
kA, FRE, F2%, HEF, LFEK, FWk, 2
TH, SRk, REBA, FRH%.

* State men: Sun Yat-sen (i) , Chiang Kai Shek (#4z)
BER, KREF,

20

SRABLATE $cHOOL OF IBUEATION

6. Closing remarks VEB A

* Modernization: Integration of China and the West

* Chinese learning: personality cultivation, practical

» Western learning: knowledge teaching, meta-physical

* The process is still going on today.

* Chinese characteristics and World-class (@4, #x—%) .
* How can China contribute to the world?

* Historical review can shed lights.
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