Opening Remarks 2

Shinichi Kobayashi*

Futao Huang

We have one more opening remark to be given by the Director of my institute and
also Vice President of Hiroshima University, Processor Kobayashi. Let’s welcome
Professor Kobayashi to make another opening speech.

Shinichi Kobayashi

Good evening, this is Kobayashi. I would be delighted to make a second opening
remark on behalf of the Research Institute for Higher Education, Hiroshima
University, Japan.

*Please refer to the following slides for Professor Kobayashi’s opening remark.
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About the Center
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The RIHE was established as an "Inter-
Faculty Research Center" of Hiroshima
University in 1972.

« It was the one and only research center in

the field of higher education study in Japan
so that researchers came from all over
Japan from the beginning.

» The RIHE has played a role not only as a

center within the university, but also as a
center for Japan and a center that
represents Japan to the world.
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RIHE: 50th Anniversary
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* RIHE celebrated its 50th

anniversary on May 1st, 2022.

Itis a great pleasure for the
Center's faculty and staff to
celebrate its 50th anniversary.

* RIHE will hold 50th anniversary

events from January 2022 to April
2023.
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« As mentioned in the flyer of the

symposium, higher education research
faces numerous challenges.

« In Japan, the survival of the higher

education research is now in a difficult
situation.
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related centers have been abolished or
reorganized at several universities.
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« At Hiroshima University, research

centers are established with a fixed
term of several years, and are reviewed
to determine whether they should be
abolished, reorganized, or continued at
the end of each period.

» One of the deadlines of RIHE was

March 2018, four years ago. At that
time, the decision to discontinue RIHE
was considered.
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The university decided to extend the
deadline for RIHE for four years, until
March 2022.

In January 2022, it was also decided to
extend the term of establishment for
five years, from April 2022 to March
2027.

As a result, RIHE survived and
successfully celebrated its 50th
anniversary.
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However, we cannot easily expect to be
around in the future. It is uncertain
whether we will be able to celebrate
our 75th, if not our 100th anniversary.

By March 2027, we must demonstrate
our updated raison d'etre, the
capabilities and achievements that will
support it, not only within the university,
but also to the academic community
and society.
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« We are facing situations that no one
could have imagined in the past, such
as the COVID-19 and the military
conflict in Ukraine.

 In the past, higher education research
was, so to speak, a peacetime study.
However, for some time to come, we
will have to engage in research on
higher education in the age without
peace, or wartime higher education.
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» Higher education research may be at a
major turning point worldwide.

« Today's symposium will provide insight
into the future of higher education
research.

« | would like to conclude my opening
remarks by expressing my gratitude to
the guest speakers as well as the
audience for their participation.






