AL LD H

FRSCEHE (Fns0) & B IRPE D K PEM T 3T 2 HE H OITERYRE BE |3 sk
R T S

(3£32) Implicit attitudes about agricultural and aquatic products
from Fukushima depend on where consumers reside

N =T Ny N e o SR
AR BRI

AR S D184313

K 4 TSEGMED OTGONCHIMEG

WL OEE

Abstract
This thesis focuses on the assessment of Japanese consumers’ implicit attitudes towards
agricultural and aquatic products from the Fukushima region. Chapter 1 provides an
overview of research as well as the research problems, purpose and hypotheses and reviews
key theoretical approaches to implicit and explicit attitudes. Chapter 2 discusses
methodological approaches to implicit and explicit attitudes assessments, with a focus on the
Implicit Association Test (IAT) and self-report survey methods (e.g, Likert-type scale) which
were used in the empirical studies. Chapter 3 (study 1) assesses whether Japanese consumers
have negative implicit attitudes towards products from the Fukushima region and whether
these are independent of
their explicit attitudes. While the results of the study suggested that consumers have
relatively negative implicit attitudes towards products from Fukushima, although their
explicit attitudes are positive. This divergence was predominantly observed in the region
near to Fukushima (.e., Tokyo). These findings supported our hypothesis that it is implicit
negative attitudes rather than explicit negative attitudes that
underlie the hesitancy to purchase products from Fukushima. Chapter 4 (Study 2) assessed
similar questions to Study 1 and explored the individual differences in the formation of these
implicit attitudes towards products from Fukushima in terms of the Perceived Vulnerability
to Disease (PVD). The results suggested that the negative implicit attitudes towards
Fukushima products were attenuated (but still persistent) in participants with relatively low
germ aversion in PVD. However, there was a large effect size amongst participants with high
aversion to germs. Chapter 5 is a general discussion which summarizes the findings and

discusses the outcomes of this research.



