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Development of Elementary School Political Learning That

Incorporates the Perspective of Risk Communication:
The Case of “Facing COVID-19” for 6th Graders

Shuji KIKKAWA

Kato City Yashiro Elementary School / Graduate School of Education, Hiroshima University

Abstract

This study aims to develop elementary school political learning that incorporates the perspective of risk communication.
The significance of incorporating the perspective of risk communication into elementary school political learning is
expressed as: (1) Learners can consider managing the risks of government, citizens, and experts. (2) Learners can examine
risk communication according to the situation. (3) Learners can think about the meaning of “trust” in risk communication.
We have developed the sixth-grade unit “Facing COVID-19”, which practiced “state of emergency” and “personalization
meeting” as examples. The unit was organized for learners to explore crisis communication and consensus communication,

and how to build a public space that weaves the opinions of various positions such as politicians, experts, and citizens.

Keywords : Political Learning in Elementary School Social Studies, STS (Science Technology and Society),
Trans-Scientific Problem, Risk Communication , COVID-19 Infection





