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Abstract: We examined the types of difficulties that Japanese high school students have in English
presentation and discussion activities. We conducted factor analysis (principal factor method with
promax rotation) on the survey data, which was divided into four stages: (1) the presentation
preparation stage; (2) the presentation stage; (3) the listening stage; and (4) the discussion stage. The
results showed that students had difficulty with the following skills during each of the four stages: (1)

”

“effective ways of providing information,” “revision,” and “collaborative work” during the presentation

preparation stage; (2) “basic presentation skills,” “handling questions,” and “audience management”

during the presentation stage ; (3) “active interaction” and “active understanding” during the listening

stage; and (4) “overcoming communication anxiety,” “adaptation to classroom activities,” “problem

solving approach,” and “self-relativization” during the discussion stage.
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