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Comparison of the Siku Quanshu Edition of the Shuowen Jiezi Xizhuan

—the First (Wenyuange) and last (Wenjinge) Versions

SUZUKI Toshiya'”

" School of Integrated Arts and Sciences, Hiroshima University

? Information Media Center, Hiroshima University

Abstract

“Shuowen Jiezi Xizhuan” (&4 SC fi# o %% {81), written by Xu Kai (15 #), is regarded as
one the most comprehensive material remaining the state of “Shuowen Jiezi” before the Sung
dynasty. The currently available editions of “Shuowen Jiezi Xizhuan” were handwritten or
printed during the Qing dynasty, and their sources are still being investigated. Among them,
the Siku Quanshu (4K) edition has many irregular variants in the heading seal glyphs those
are different from other editions. To confirm whether these glyphs were mistakenly drawn, we
compared the Wenyuange ( SCi#: %, WYG) and Wenjinge ( SCE:H , WIG) versions. The WYG
version was the first of the 4K edition, and the WJG version was the last of the 4K edition. As
a result, we found that many of the variants were shared between the WYG and WIG versions,
indicating that they came from a 4K source book that has been lost. However, some parts in the
WIJG version were found to have been revised with respect to the WYG version. The revised
glyphs are compared with other editions. The comparison result implies that the revision used
Wang Qishu edition ({EEHIA ), which was published just after the WYG version.
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