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Age and growth of the Naru eagle ray, Aetobatus narutobiei, off Sanyo-Onoda City,
in the western Seto Inland Sea
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Abstract: Since the beginning of the 21st century, the Naru eagle ray, Aefobatus narutobiei, has distributed in the Ariake
Sound and the western Seto Inland Sea. Bivalve populations in both sea areas have decreased sharply as a result of
predation by the eagle ray. We conducted ecological study on this eagle ray in the western Seto Inland Sea from 2004 to
2013. In this paper age and growth of the Naru eagle ray in the western Seto Inland Sea was reported. Comparing our
results with data on the growth patterns in the Ariake population, it seems that both eagle ray subpopulations of the Ariake
Sound and the western Seto Inland Sea are separating biologically together.
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M (n=113) : DW: =152.9 (1—¢ ™0 159)
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I A Rhinoptera bonasus TIXHFHEF I X 2 4EHHHT T

1= M 18 %, ME 16 % T M HE A A2 L 72 von
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NENH 32em, /N /NH O 2 T 19cm
NEL, MERCHRTREREE o TWh, BBEHOMW
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Thbo LRI AFFRAICL S [ HIRE AT
g2 BI& X 0 2ICh ) Bk E 2T 2. BFgEIR
BHOLZN R TRKY L2 0nb DT, ZOHNT
RKOIZBEEZE - 720 FELTHEFLIE L EiF 2, FRACH
FRDEBEIIDH 720 TIIERDORENSWMHIZES F
T, RO 0 LR S RGN S, R
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