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University Students’ Knowledge about Developmental and Intellectual Disabilities:
A Questionnaire Analysis of Faculty of Education Students

Rie Murakami, Akihiko Wakamatsu, Kazuhito Ujima,
Masashi Hayashida, Tadaaki Tanimoto and Munehisa Yoshitoshi'

Abstract: This study explores the results of a questionnaire concerning faculty of education
university students’ understanding of intellectual and developmental disabilities and considered
how a class may change the students’ image and consciousness of disabilities. Thirty-six first-
year Faculty of Education students majoring in a special education program completed a
questionnaire before and after a class to identify their image and understanding of disabilities.
The results showed no change before and after the class focusing on the students’ image and
understanding of disabilities. Concerning the students’ image of disabilities, the responses
rated the ideas “we can live together” and “should live together” highly, which was a similar
result to the preliminary research. Concerning the students’ understanding, they showed a
understanding of disabilities similar to their image, and scored highly in their response to their
“will to understand and interact with people with disabilities.” Therefore, the respondent’s
specialty was inferred to affect their image and understanding of disabilities.

Key words: understanding disabilities, active participation of persons involved,
intellectual disabilities, developmental disabilities, inclusive education
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