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The new war imaginary:
Why we are losing the
memory of warfare
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Paul Virilio

‘the history of battle is primarily the history of
radically changing fields of perception. In other
words, war consists not so much in scoring
territorial, economic or other material victories
as in appropriating the ‘immateriality’ of
perceptual fields’ (1989:7).
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Saturating or ignoring?

¢ Azoulay (2008: 191):

* ‘two contradictory assertions — one claiming that there
are no images, while the other claiming that there are
too many — are generally voiced in succession by the
same speakers’.

¢ ‘According to the first claim, there are too few images,
thus there is nothing to look at. According to the second
claim, there are too many, and therefore it has become
impossible to look’.
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Dangerous forgetting

* Fyodor Lukyanov: ‘since the Cold War, all the mechanisms for
taking each other seriously and disposing means to control
damage, all those mechanisms were disrupted or eroded’.

* Max Fisher: ‘That the world does not see the risk of war hanging
over it, in other words, makes that risk all the likelier. For most
Americans, such predictionssound improbable, even silly. But
the dangers are growing every week, as are the warnings’.

* Bruce G. Blair: ‘There’sa low nuclear threshold now that didn’t
exist during the Cold War’.
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Thanks to Arijus Pleska (Glasgow) and image classifier database from http:/Awww.image-net.org
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Tha sime of poblileng (Source: Ffb)

Thanks to Arijus Pleska (Glasgow) and image classifier database from http:/Awww.image-net.org
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Shona lllingworth (2014):

‘Memory is very important to our capacity to
imagine the future ... If you suffer from amnesia,
it makes it very difficult for you to not only
inhabit your past, [ ... ] but it becomes equally
difficult to imagine the future in any detail’.
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Forgetting War

¢ Third memory boom: rage for memorialisation

¢ Implosion of memory and history

¢ Western mainstream redundant vision of ‘heroic’ warfare

* Social media unsettling of recent wars in memory

* Overexposure and underexposure: too many and too few images
¢ What constitutes the archive of war?

« Total/nuclear war forgotten three times

* Displaced by rise of threat of terrorism and information warfare
* Mistaken reading of everywhere media as ‘everywhere war’

DL EBHET, T LTIHROM D H
wTh, FoRkREE T AT HEHTORESY
ZORE AL L, B - B EIEE TN
7272 CHAFFES B R ORI 2 ATHE LS
Fll, TUAEHTHE L, Hiff&
e L EE - HEE oMol & T,
BWFEIE T — A, 20 O D Y E,
1990 FEfRIc, HET LEREOR KL L L
(IR U E Lo, Bl o iR 35 — k5

X, HOFEDOILE T,

K IR > -E A2 Tirbiv-., ik 50 8
ERO60 JHEGLEFELEFHT L&
AT LD T, LarL, 4 HTIE

BB KEE T — LTS L O A
FoTWET, I, ATHI T E

ICEWRDT VENAT AT ORI THY
BRI D TT,

IR Z > TP RKEFICK T 2B
Wik, BRICERD KR T 2 LUATIC BEm O /Y
Lo TWVWET, AT I7EHFRT 7H =R
2 UoEST, RIS K< @b, i E
WMOTWETR, b oS T, WKHE
DEBERLEH, 7T—7 4 A 2L,
WK A T A DBE - BEAN— AR
EEEEY A MBI ET., 2
BT LAFEEAT 4 TRESROTT, B
KRR, BEPELES ETHROMEM L
RVEBREE T,

LorL., TR ERKFIC, BEEEHOAR
B s o E T, FFEOHAFSRKEN
Wb TERIEEE] KRV BT N5
b, ZNLUNDO S DIFREBIZHZ TWVE F
T, FEBIILTLERNIETEHY £
AL, BENDZERHFITENE LR £H
oo BELIZHBIT 2REITEWVITHTEWVIZ
RTTWHRICEZET, IT HilrixHkx o
RIS (B ) =ik, BlEM, 2L CHE
WHEOMMEEITEE L, BRIZBIT
LEEBOMA BB ERINLTHET, ki
FbBamLLELELYIC
TATIERFONRNAL T NVT —HA T &K
LTWLDTY, REEZBRTRTLHICHREY
WERM AT 4 71F, WEORTENT 7
L—FrzHWT, BEREZI>THIHERO
BRI To2—heLTHMBLTEZE

Vo= )L A

— 148 —



IPSHU Research Report Series No. 33

V=T )V AT ¢ T, BUIR o B
DIZDIZ =K RO TFHEREZRET DT
TR, HEZTDIEAD MO BNIE
I, fiikea<dEgantnweLTH, il
TH, METHRbOEELREMELET, £
D=, A8, MEUTLTESET —h A

L7,

TETLONEWO S MENRELET., £,

Fy PECMEITHLDOEENREH > TND
MHEELT, T LT 7 BATE D &
BEWLTIHEWITEEA, Fk, #RXED

ol nbsoEBICT 7 EATESH LD
W27 5DOTL X I, BifpEEDXHITFH
ATHNENDDTLLE YD, Y=Y F L RAT

4T EFALT, FOoX)REEEEY BT
LHTZEMTEDLTLE I D, F2,
AT 4 TR O SHER (BE) o T
Lk 9

I _FEL2L DT, BBREE ERED
MICEZ2FERHY £F, Y= % AT
A4 TIEWFORLBEE L TWD &, RITE-
TWET, £, BUEVETE TR A R 28 5
MR PFOMEE K SETNDZ &I
DOWTEHLLELE, Hxid, 21 o
HEELTLI-RELT, AEZI-TWVD
g | FRE O RMEEM RIS 2 b D
MY EREENLZ END, KITHERI 2
STWET, £/, 2EHEFN =JEI2biz o

TEALNEZ LIz oW TR, R fER
REHTHLZLLBHEELLELLE, ZhiX
ELIFREZDOTY, FREZY SRR
HAZBETHIEDICMEOKSFORELILE
b4 2 EToORKTYT, FRIC, 4HIZRB
L7 ) X LD T HEFE 72 Bk,
R L EFOMSPLRBEHNEL TV E
T REZIC, TR XALAOCERES R LEOHE

V=%

A%t T D EE R RBE O EN H Y £,

PO A—VICEbINDI EiF, &
AMERUEUZRDTY, MM, WEHETIT 1950
FEAREI VWIS TEoTehZEERLTLE -
TWET, P LB ERLEID 10T
L7ce BIRVIE-> TH D E, HHRIT LKL [F
CXoCiEmy £ A, 195012 - T/
LM eIE, SOREHICIERARZEEA,
xR 2 FERIEICRT, ZLTEATL
F oM H D DT,

FEOETE, AAOEFEBEHEICL T
L0E. FALOENTT, YU TITHA %
i 2 HIEBFECFEMBEE TR, MADO Y A
v X —F 721X YouTube 77U F &S,
FxML T ELRBL, 79X VERGITH
MTErHEMEMHAB R 74— FLTWE
T AOR, GETH BB, FiRE.
cIEERAEICANE T, £LT, Rk od,
AT 4T OWWKRE T, BEXFIRBIE
DWEZLNTNDLIDOTYT, HHHEROHEIFEN
EWROMER TN LD —BE#H LI toT
WET, KA RMEEDH D VTR A FEERR
DAT 4 THEETT, Zhix, IT 24 Lz
GBI A . LV KR ToH DEBER L
FOBEBEMNOLHROETWNDHOTT, HIF Ll
NFELEEIIC QR A CX/BNEE: DN
it Z U CHS TR AT HE 22 g RR R O e
SOMBEMENETLTHWET, BEOFELREH
RIS D72, Fox T, B OfE 0 A
i & B B BT L 22 i
Y FERA, BDOWIE, FoXkoicgELE
JES (HE) 2R CTEZDLI2ONEBZ X DHMLE
WHHONE LNERA, FRE#MEE
F—id, TNODORZWKRT D720, &b
LR E B nET, B —RRE

FATICE A E

— 149 —



IPSHU Research Report Series No. 33

B L CWAMERAIRRICIEE 2R L,
BRIHZLET, THEAFVE ZXWE L,

’ @andrewhoskins

DIGITAL
MEMORY STUDIES

ANCE N HOLKING

— 150 —



