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We conducted a survey to select questions that teachers could easily and reliably answer as part of

a basic research project to create a questionnaire based on characteristic behaviors exhibited by

abused children at primary school for screening of those who may need welfare assistance. Question-

naires comprised of 35 items were sent to 64 primary school teachers, with the same questionnaire
sent again 2 weeks later. Responses to both were compared to examine ease of assessing the contents
of the questions, reproducibility of the responses, and written expressions.

1) Items that teachers found difficult to assess at school were “Does not wash hands after using the
toilet,” “Does not bring homemade lunch to events,” “Does not meet guardian’s eyes ; appears ap-
prehensive,” “Has experienced a change in familial relations,” “Uses sexual speech and behavior
that is not age appropriate,” “Does not see a doctor despite being sick,” and “Is excessively wary.”

2) Items that showed responses with low reliability were “Is too thin,” “Does not bring homemade
lunch to events,” “Is often absent from the classroom,” and “Does not meet guardian’s eyes; ap-
pears apprehensive.”

3) Items indicated to use inappropriate expressions were “Sometimes tells lies,” “Is bullied by
friends,” and “Does not fit in with group in some ways.”

Next, use of a questionnaire that does not include the above items should be done with actual chil-

dren to examine its effectiveness as an indicator for screening children who require welfare assistance.

Key words : Welfare assistance, Child abuse and neglect, Characteristic behavior, Screening, Ques-

tionnaire
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