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Additional data on the stone monuments related to flood and debris flow disasters in Hiroshima

Prefecture, southwest Japan, and the historical transition of those monuments.

Yasuhiro KUMAHARA', Yu HIROTANE’, Kohei KOYAMA® and Yoshiya IWASA*

EEARTIE, BEREICEVHZICRWE L2210 R0)EBERNOKEMOIHICOVWTRIK L2 ET, A
2B 2% 5 O BAEF TICHN SN 7z 50 ROKEMOBERNEEBZ I SNCT 5, BFNOKERO4 50
Lot (BAE, Mofthll, AL Tws X, MXoWNE, X7 28 L8R BRm~Phl L,
1950 D =D DA THOBMAKE L ZED D 2 LW ST % - 720 WERT~ RIS 5 1950 £ F TD
i, MEPSRDIE, HEXRPHEENMRAER LY X245 L, HESLHIBICHT 2HERIEETHL I L,
KEPSDOFINIRD LA ZET 50055 2L, REDPSDOTHEZRTIDONDH B L OWMZERH,
1950 AL LD, P PERALZ LD LS55 2 &, WHEPLEIHIHT 2l hnw &, BEZEVHY
ETBMNL L BT, 70 EALBEICIIMEOMATED SD 2 & O E b O,

F—T—R AW, KE RBR AR ZSRICETIV

Abstract: The inscriptions on 10 stone monuments related to flood or debris flow disasters in Hiroshima Prefecture,
southwest Japan, were described. In total, there are 50 monuments in Hiroshima Prefecture based on our previous data and
these additional data. Two turning points in the 1880s and 1950s were recognized based on the characteristics of the
monuments in terms of their inscription contents, volume of contents, ratio of height and length of the monuments, and use
of written language. Few monuments were built before the 1880s and their contents were less informative. Monuments
erected from the 1880s to the 1950s were taller; their contents were characterized as detailed information relating to damage
or restoration and were inscribed using kanbun, Chinese characters only, or kanji characters with katakana. The inscriptions
on some monuments expressed residents’ appreciation for solatium from the Emperor or honored a person who contributed
to the restoration after disaster. Fewer monuments built after the 1950s acknowledged disaster damage or restoration, and
their contents were less informative, but more monuments were memorialized victims with a short message. The characters
inscribed on these monuments were kanji with hiragana. Wider monuments were observed after the 1970s.
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