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— Implications for Study of Group Time in Japan —

Takafumi HOKII*

Abstract: This article reviews the trends observed in studies on the circle time (group time
wherein children and teachers sit in a circle) in early childhood education and care (ECEC)
globally to obtain implications for the study of group time in ECEC in Japan. First, 16 original
articles were extracted from the Education Resources Information Center(ERIC) database. Next,
three agendas in the study of group time—the teacher’s method to improve children’s joining in
the circle, the management of circle time by the teacher supporting children’s expression of
opinion, and the meaning of circle time derived by children—were discussed. The findings are as
follows: (1) the perspectives of the analysis of the teacher’s direct approach and of settings of
circle time are useful for the clarification of the teacher’s method to improve children’s joining,
but the significance of group time requires attention; (2) the feature of the rule and the teacher’s
attitude supporting the children’s expression of opinion that can, in turn, affect the contents of
circle time were found; and (3) some variations in the meaning of circle time made by children
were found. However, this theme is not yet considered as a main subject in the studies conducted
on ECEC. As a conclusion, it can be said that it is necessary to pay attention to the relation
between the management and meaning of group time derived by children.
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A Review of Studies on Circle Time in Early Childhood Education and Care Globally
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