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Effects of Small-Group Facilitators on Speaking Performance of Junior High School Students

The aim of this research is to propose how the instruction on speaking activities can be effective by
focusing on the role of a facilitator. In this research, a Japanese teacher, a foreign language speaker and a
junior high school student played the role of the facilitator in a group of junior-high students. The
facilitators’ utterances produced in the groups were analyzed by both qualitative and quantitative ways.
As a result, the majority of the facilitators succeeded in letting the students speak out, but their work
wasn’t sufficient enough to deepen the students’ thoughts. However, this research suggests that the
facilitators can help students to speak out and deepen their thoughts by using adequate types of
facilitation, which encourages the students to speak out and allows them to deepen their thoughts.
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