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Record of Tachysurus fulvidraco (Siluriformes: Bagridae) based on specimens
from Watarase Retarding Basin in Tochigi Prefecture, central Japan
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Abstract. Tachysurus fulvidraco is reported from Watarase Retarding Basin of the Tone
River system in Tochigi Prefecture, central Japan, based on six specimens. Their haplotype
of mitochondrial DNA is accorded with one of those reported from the fish caught in Lake
Kasumigaura, Ibaraki Prefecture, central Japan, and the specimens collected in the basin
appear to have the same origin. Recently, the species is continuously caught by fishermen in
the basin, suggesting its establishment and reproduction there.
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Tachysurus fulvidraco (Richardson, 1846)
(Figs. 1-2, Table 1)
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Fig. 1. Tachysurus fulvidraco (NSMT-P 127360, 147.4 mm in standard length) collected in Watarase
Retarding Basin, Tochigi Prefecture, central Japan. A, fresh condition; B, fixed condition.

Fig. 2. Right pectoral spine of Tachysurus fulvidraco (NSMT-P 127360), dorsolaterval view.
The epidermis was removed to show the spine. Scale bar: 10 mm.
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Table 1.

BUF5a 54 XX Tachysurus fulvidraco (F-<ZAHFXF})

Basin, Tochigi Prefecture, central Japan.

DFEARZIED Gk

Counts and measurements of six specimens of Tachysurus fulvidraco collected in Watarase Retarding

Specimen 1 2 3 4 5 6
Standard length (mm) 149.5 109.7 174.3 147.4 106.3 96.9
Counts
Dorsal fin rays 11,7 11,7 11,7 11,7 11,7 11,7
Anal fin rays 21 20 21 20 21 20
Pectoral fin rays 1,7 1,7 1,7 1,7 1,7 1,7
Pelvic fin rays 6 6 6 6 6 6
Measurements (% of standard length)
Head length 239 277 24.2 24.5 277 27.6
Predorsal length 31.8 38.9 29.8 32.0 35.8 37.6
Preanal length 57.5 59.6 55.4 57.2 62.3 58.1
Prepelvic length 48.6 55.5 46.9 62.1 514 49.7
Prepectoral length 23.6 25.3 24.6 25.2 28.6 27.7
Body depth 22.0 23.2 24.1 22.0 27.0 24.4
Caudal peduncle depth 10.9 9.6 10.2 10.1 11.3 10.1
Caudal peduncle length 13.7 15.5 15.1 15.0 13.8 13.6
Length of second dorsal spine 16.1 17.9 14.9 15.9 20.1 18.2
Length of pectoral spine 17.5 17.3 18.1 17.6 21.1 20.1
Head width 199 20.4 21.1 18.9 21.8 22.0
Mouth width 12.5 12.9 11.9 13.0 14.4 133
Maxillary barbel length 26.4 19.1 26.2 21.2 32.0 17.1
Nasal barbel length 10.3 9.8 11.3 11.4 12.9 10.5
Snout length 5.3 7.9 5.5 6.4 7.4 9.0
Eye diameter 44 4.6 37 39 5.0 4.0
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