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 Good morning.  I am now teaching at 

the University of Sophia—primarily conflict 

peacebuilding.  I am very grateful for being 

invited to this wonderful symposium.  Thank 

you, Mr. Sato, Professor Nishida, and the staff 

of Institute for Peace Science.  Thank you very 

much indeed for having invited me to this 

meeting. 

 Well, the research area that I am 

interested is how to build a legitimate 

government.  I have been studying this topic 

for 10 years.  I would like to walk you through 

what I have learned and what we could learn 

from conflict peacebuilding efforts about 

constructing a legitimate government.   

 

Also, I published a book last year so I 

would like to talk on the challenges of 

constructing legitimacy in peacebuilding as my 

first topic.  I also lived in Afghanistan for a 

year, so I would like to take you through my 

experience.  Finally, I will briefly touch on 

Cambodia and East Timor, before concluding. 

 

 Well, I have had a strange career.  

Not many people call their career strange, but 

I’ve done a lot of things.  I graduated from 

university in 1993, and for 10 years after that I 

worked as a director at NHK TV network, 

which is like the BBC, and it was quite 

interesting.  After the 30 years of the Vietnam 

War, I created a documentary film where the 

leaders of the war reflected on the reasons they 

were involved in it.  Also, I created another 

program on the topic “How Far Will the Chain 

of Hatred Continue in the Middle East?”  And 

a third called “The Struggle of South Korea to 

Avert Nuclear Conflict.”  Most recently there 

was “Rebuilding Iraq: the Challenge of the UN,” 

for which I was awarded the Silver Medal from 

the UN Correspondents Association.  This 

award is given each year. 

 Well, I’ll not dwell on my personal 
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1st International symposium 2016 hosted by 
 Institute for Peace Science, Hiroshima University  

 
 “Challenges for Peacebuilding in Asia “  

 

 These are the proceedings of the 1st International symposium on “Challenges for 

Peacebuilding in Asia,” 2016, held on July 30th, hosted by the Institute for Peace Science, 

Hiroshima University. The symposium consisted of two sessions. The first session was 

related to “Experiences in Peacebuilding in Asia” and included a lively debate among Ms. 

Mihoko KUMAMOTO, Head of the UNITAR Hiroshima Office; Associate Professor Daisaku 

HIGASHI, Center for Global Studies University of Sophia; and Professor Mari 

KATAYANAGI, Hiroshima University Graduate School for International Development and 

Cooperation. Later, writer Mr. Satoru UDAGAWA gave a keynote speech entitled “Foreign 

diplomacy and sociality in France.” The second session targeted “Challenges and Prospects 

for Peacebuilding in Asia.” Lt. General Daniel Leaf, Daniel K. Inouye Asia-Pacific Center 

for Security Studies Director; Mr. Anthony Bubalo, Lowy Institute for International Policy 

Deputy Director and Research Director; and Mari YAMASHITA, Deputy Director, 

Peacebuilding Support Office, United Nations, all deliberated this issue. They concluded 

that promoting the participation of women and youth is most important for building a 

Peaceful Society. 
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Professor Katayanagi at Hiroshima 

University making a remark in Session 1  

 

 Discussion in Session 2 

 

Keynote speech by writer Mr. Udagawa  Group photo after the conference 


