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Development and evaluation of the programs supporting for social studies class improvement:

Structure of the online and handbook programs applyed to pre/in-servise teachers

Kazuhiro KUusAHARA, Yu OSsAKA, Jongsung Kim, Kanou INAGAKI, Kouichi OKADA,
Kousuke KawaHARA, Hiroki SArro, Yuka SAKO, Kazuya TAKEUCHI, Yukihiro TuJI,
Fujihiko MoRrivA, Kaoru YAMADA and Yasushi YAMAGUCHI

The purposes of this paper are to develop the online and handbook programs for
the social studies teachers’ rational development and their class improvement, and to
evaluate their effects for the teacher training and professional development. The
structure of these two programs was designed based on modified Korthagen’s theory.
The present results suggested that the usefulness for the social studies teachers was
perceived by (1)pre-service and (2) in-service teachers, in addition, the possibility for
application was also recognized by the teacher educator as (1) university professor
who teach the methods courses, (2) mentor teacher who supervise the student
teacher, and (3) senior supervisor who is in charge of designing the professional
development curriculum, but they illustrated their different petterns of the
significances, limits and utilizations according to their awareness of their problem
involved as well as their responsibility. The authors implicated the necessity of the
further linkage of online and handbook programs to strengthen their usability for
any cases in order to support the teacher training and professional development.
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