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Considering play when designing a daily program for children:
The importance of continuity and autonomy in establishing
a ‘culture of play’ in early childhood education

Hirohisa OGAWA

Abstract: Each morning, when children enter their classroom, they will take some time to

investigate it before choosing their own space. If experiences within this autonomously chosen

space are positive, for example, through playing together happily with their friends, they will

usually choose the same location the following day (and so on into the future, establishing a

pattern of continuity). Consequently, their location within the room becomes a charged site where

the memories of playing and learning to work together with classmates and playthings intersect.

It is of vital importance for teachers to consider how these elements of continuity and autonomy

can be integrated into their daily programming, because developing a strong ‘culture of play’ will

allow the children to develop quickly into productive learners with fertile imaginations.
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