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Elucidation of “Authentic Practice” of a Geographer:
Implications for Reading Geographer's article for Teaching Material Studies
by Geography Teachers

Yu Osaka, Hidenori Okahashi and Kazuhiro Kusahara

The current study focused on a research study conducted by a geographer, and aimed to understand “What
are the aspects of learning process that are unique to geographers?” and “How can we apply the processes to a
geography teacher’s reading of a geography research paper for the purpose of teaching material studies?” For that
purpose, the current manuscript analyzed the processes and the background of writing of a geography research paper

through an analysis of composition and construction of the paper, and conducted an interview with its author. The
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focus of this investigation was “Transformation of Himalayan Mountain Village under India’s Rapid Economic
Growth: Case Study of Uttarakhand State” ( Okahashietal.,2011) , a geography research paper that disseminated
the regional research of modern India, and the research of its lead author Dr. Hidenori Okahashi. The analysis
indicated that the processes of paper completion consisted of the following 5 stages; “constructing a research design,”

LR N3

“preparation and execution of field research,” “reflection and interpretation,” “refinement of the framework of
regional image,” and “writing.” There were aspects of paper writing that were unique to a “micro” geographer,
which included “learning from the field and collaborators” and “learning from data.” There also were aspects of
paper writing that were unique to “macro” geographer, which included “learning from other researchers” and
“learning from one’s own experience.” Based on these findings, we made 4 proposals as important viewpoints and
methods in reading a geography paper as part of a teaching material study, which were, to “take note of the titles of
the paper and its chapters,” “focus on the evidence that produced interpretation, and its collection method,” “take
note of references, annotations, and special notes,” and to “pay attention to the context behind the paper.”

Key Words: Geographer, Teaching Material Studies, Authentic Practice, Collaboration with Others, Experience-

based Learning
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