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Difficulties of Teaching and Learning English in the Japanese High-school Department
of the School for the Deaf: A Review
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Masashi HAYASHIDA
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In 2013, new national curriculum of high-school education also began in the Japanese schools for the
Deaf. According to that curriculum revision, new subject of English started. The aim of English learning
changed correspondingly to globalization to acquire practical English, emphasized the skills of speaking and
listening than before. The school textbooks of English were also revised, but the contents of each lesson are
more complicated for the Deaf students, who are learning English as a second (or third) language. This paper
reviewed the Japanese papers regarding teaching and learning English of Deaf students from 1965 to 2012
and summarize specific features relating their English learning. Many difficulties were remaining in
teaching/learning English in the education for the Deaf, and that the teaching method of English including
the aspect of individual approach and new strategies accompanying Japanese learning should be discussed
was suggested.

Keyword: schools for the Deaf, deaf students, department of high-school, new curriculum

— 111 —





