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A Survey on the Contents of “Autonomous Activities” (Jiritsu-Katsudo)
in the Japanese Schools for the Deaf: The Results of 2008 Survey Including
“Instruction for Acquiring Self-Consciousness”

Tadaaki TANIMOTO
Graduate School of Education, Hiroshima University
Megumi HIRAOKA
Hiroshima South Special Needs School (School for the Deaf), Kure Branch
Masashi HAYASHIDA
Graduate School of Education, Hiroshima University

This paper reported the results of survey regarding the curriculum contents of Autonomous Activities
(Jiritsu-Katsudo) in the Japanese Deaf schools (108 in total) at 2008, second year after starting Special Needs
Education in Japan. From 1990’s many Japanese Deaf schools adopted sign language and finger-spelling as a
supportive communication method. Corresponding to that situation, the contents of Jiritsu-Katsudo has been
changed gradually. Especially, the term “Cognition of the hearing-impairment”, similar concept to self-esteem
or self-consciousness, has been spread. However, the concept and the contents of tutoring is not clear. As a
result, many schools dealt the popular contents of Jiritsu-Katsudo from the pre- to high-school department.
Adding to those, some schools included the interacting with Deaf adults and learning the developmental
process of human. It suggested that how to construct the tutoring of those field seemed to have to be
discussed, and the follow-up survey should be done.

Key word: school for the Deaf, autonomic activities, self-consciousness, inventory survey





