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He was fascinated by pregnancy, and this woman’s big belly brought
forth a mixture of sweet and painful recollections. The creative process
was tremendous, he thought. A miracle. But when he thought of

Margaret’s belly, bitter grimace forced themselves to his lips. (193)
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W ORAED T AR EhR [ 2L BEIT 5, ZRICH Z 0B, o
FE<Z—FL v b Margaret) EDOATBLRAENHEHEDONEZEYEDL X 0T %
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MRS 5 L H1Z, 7V Y VRMEADEFRICHE R Ko THY, TORIR
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It was the first honestly human episode he had witnessed between white
folks, when they were not putting on airs to misinform the help. His heart
ached with pity for the young woman as well as for the soldier, whose
face, those last seconds, had not been without its own misery. (195)
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2, M5 721220 FVALZ#LT, IR B ) L3567 Ly VAR ML, [
LOMICH D, WiERLEROMOETE2Y L EEL] (199) TAEOEDY % i
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In a split second he recalled how he had laughed when his grandfather
admitted helping white “masters” and “mistress” out of burning houses.
Now he realized that to save and preserve life was an instinct, no matter

whose life you were trying to save. (201)
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WThh, bbb P eT%2¥ > Twb ]| (“From an Interview”
251) LN L TS, 7970 74—V FICHENR ALY, ~—=F Ly M7
Ly DIlb N CTnzo EFAARS, KBS, RPLIGHERREND X912k b,
ANBBEBEEZTEBALETHV LTIy 74—V NEBIZED, o
WAIMEANDIEIZR Y, REFEDLDBIIEHELEZILLTS, MNEx [R] ITEZ
LI I LiT 5o L LARNEHEOHRT, 7T 74—V FIEK
I AN ERENICENZIRS VIR, HR72H E2RMICHN S, FBE, oY
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(243) &, ML bAAAEREZOB O F FICEINTW2 AL TV 5,
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ZRUAZMBVWHZ L2 (65) thn s, [Reoh sz, M2 B < Blv23 | (74)
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HAREOTH X% &8, XAANRTYARAOK, TEH7-Hb07LE M2
ATHEPSIRE LI, S TliomEzBESR L, ok, Wite
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I/
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Why had her mother walked on after she saw the gun? That's what she
couldn’t understand. Could she have run away or not? But Mem had not
even slowed her steps as she approached her husband. After her first
cheerful, tired greeting she had not even said a word, and her bloody
repose had struck them instantly as a grotesque attitude of profound,
inevitable rest. (161-62)

HEELVZDMMIBNTL 28MEZBL T, COHRFLRICLZED [HE]
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Because of her creativity with her flowers, even my memories of poverty
are seen through a screen of bloom—sunflowers, petunias, roses, dahlias,
forsythia, spirea, delphiniums, verbena ... and on and on. (“In Search of
Our Mother's Garden” 241)

Yok —H—=ORD [RGB L7z, AL TFoMRo L TH | (241), [3
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WBHNTIR O Z LT L 72, ANEEBR - ABOBI) 24811, BEOH
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LTIV Y VPHOAETE 2 RESRIRENTWE I TE RV, XA
PSS TH - 2 RB ORI VAN HIEST 52 LT, VAL OEPLE %/
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L, [## L BACA%] (Christian 69) N2V, FIANOREDP SREEILL T
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YA —A—FA VI 2—T, YL UV [EEICH, BEHEZEAHDHD
DNDEIZ L > TLZEEH EN72] (“From an Interview” 253) &ibXTwW 57,
MAZZEALZ T L2 D DIV ANDIEESRIE D572 5 7218 W v, Ly YD)
LN DZALE, MBEF2 7279 27 4 =)V FICxtigs 28, %5050
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“By George, I know the danger of putting all the blame on somebody else
for the mess you make out of your life. I fell into the trap myselfl And I'm
bound to believe that that's the way the white folks can corrupt you even
when you done held up before. ‘Cause when they got you thinking that
they're to blame for everything they have you thinking they’s some kind
of gods! You can’t do nothing wrong without them being behind it. You
gits just as weak as water, no feeling of doing nothing yourself. Then you
begins to think up evil and begins to destroy everything around you, and
you blames it on the crackers. Shitl Nobody's as powerful as we make
them out to be. We got our own souls, don't we?" (263)

HO ORI 2 R T 5 &9 Z2H3EN 2% B S OFTalE L2, ANIHCET
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AR E T Y7 4 — b FICBTE 555, BEomIC TS5 LTk
T BT (265-66) ZHESET 2 BEHE RS 7L Y YOLITIE, HHH
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STV, PRIV A% [HERIKED X 512 (279) AT 5512, BAO [H#E
B, A, 6] (308) &TCxEAL [MEE L 5] (308) HAOEHAEEZFHL S X
T 505, ZONFEAITHPEDO NHEE JIESETOLDTH S,
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bolkd, Yr—Hh—&, 2u—5747 754 b (Claudia Tate) D1 ¥ ¥
Ca—OHT, ZOLH)ICETOAMEDERY ZHHUY, HOBIENRITH
WZEBT T Y74 =V RERCIZERIZIE, 29 LEANWDPEE S FAET 51
HOBEELBENH L L 2REL T 5,

I will not ignore people like Brownfield. I want you to know I know they
exist. I want to tell you about them, and there is no way you are going to
avoid them. You are going to have to deal with them. I wish people
would do that rather than tell me that this is not the right image. You

know, they say this man Brownfield is too mean; nobody’s this mean. (177)

T — A —IARERICTH D 2R, T T4 = VDX AMER
M LFBIT TV ABIEZ > TWIUZZ 2, YAFAIGHEL, WG RHCIA
bNIZT T 74—V EFDE) B AMEZRME, 2R L LI ELDTH
590 WOMBIZMAOREIIR SN T L2 ENELDOTIE 2L, Miblcim
CEVFETZHMEAELIZTIREDINT, TR, BFEEREOEEZNHY)
D, THLWIGEFIE | OBBEEICRL I E2HL27 L Y VORI,
FELR Ay =TV PAD LN T W5,

LLads, ZL IR LN, AL LTI TEL2RATHSL S
L ER NV AOEEZ WAL TBMEL FICANZ[IEH &8 ) 115 7- 8] (263)
RFBOPIIRENT VD, Ly Ik, AMOEZY Z28E L 72125569, v
ADKKEFBEHIHEINFEICEBCAETN, T 74—V FERT, KD
BIRIZ, BHEV), BAZEYMNTCELEGICHI WAL o720D L) T
Hb. L2L, AABLEZORFHEL Lo B TERTIZEICHE Y AT A
EHL, [HEELVEVI RGN RKLE] (202) ZHOVBEM2S, RS, 2
NEHCTAMOENRY #H#ih, ZOFTL LT [HOOEE R SN (202)
NI RXFIANBRRED2HFT L, DIHFEL TW5 2 EIXERICHT %,

BRI\ EDNE 7L VI, [HO—TH 5] (252) VAL, HHHEDED
HBEZRDO LI IURZ %,

“T ain't,” said Grange, “but you do.” He ran his hand over his eyes. “A
man what'd do what I just did don’t deserve to live. When you do
something like that you give up your claim.” He slumped on the seat.
“And what about that judge?” he asked bitterly. “Who will take care of
him?” (310)

21



BT AT 7 VR DOERY
—— TVA I =N=O [FL Y- a=TF Y FOE=ZDNE] B 2mOESE2BLT

DITRHASIAEE ML RV FIT B0, GOBPY i 2B OF T2
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GORTHoTc AL L ELR D, ZIE, WHOfTR%E, AEENEZTHRYES R
5 [HABL] Thabe, BHICHMTLILEFSIE V. L2rd, [TY,
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il L CAMZZ 72 A OBD) 2520, ABOBSY) ZHioRIICR%EE T
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HILERBLIZNLIE, TIT 74—V IFREIIL > TENE W - 7-HIT
2Gl& 25, —J, 2o [HRRL] 253 L-BAENER, 7Ly
B FRELIMTTRTILT, 4L, HAZL—BEM>TVnEZOKRE
RN %E, BOWE I L LTWLEIDTHL, LI, FNITHL, HD
BHOFEESEDONRRE R LV EEZZTVAHIZEWR V. AL LB, HBE
REWICZETAZEICLoT, ZLy VIHEDRNOBIY &) %
RS, BNEMNHL, ORMP)OBSETRT L2 TERL, ANEEZ BRI,
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SRILFZI D, VAL, DIRRPBENICEAEMEZLEE LAawEE 2T
LHWVnE W), RORBNFHEARMND . BEEIZB N7 L v D, s
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A VI a—ORTHENEMM%Z 52 Twb,

To him, the greatest value a person can attain is full humanity, which is a
state of oneness with all things, and a willingness to die (or to live) so that
the best that has been produced can continue to live in someone else. He
“rocked himself in his own arms to a final sleep” because he understood
that man is alone—in his life as in his death—without any God but
himself (and the world). (“From an Interview” 265 Z£& i)

FLYIORMPBERE, [2Tobolo—KIZhk o721k (a state of
oneness) JE WL THEMT 5. LOLIETOH DL D—1K(oneness) | T + —
J =R YAREE & 0F, AMET B, IR B MANORHRTIE v, 204 Yy Ea—
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FHTN—TH, TV Y ORGICEHEESFER TRHNR, ErA AR
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ADHAKT D [REHDODD] EFZ 57259,
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WA ERRMGEE) & OMSWIS, [ZEHEANOREE LD 272, Zh
BERZe b & NEANERWZz] (129) Evw) HHORDZz ERTHiEZ o720
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Human Bonds beyond Survival: Through the Interpretation of Life
in Alice Walker’'s The Third Life of Grange Copeland

Sachiko Mitsumori

Alice Walker focuses on the lives of sharecroppers suffering under Jim
Crow laws in the post-Civil War South in her first published novel, The Third
Life of Grange Copeland, by realistically delineating the life of Grange
Copeland. Facing everyday hardships, Grange’s main concern is to survive the
crop-lien system, which was de facto slavery by another name, through its
rigidly hierarchical structure. It is reasonably assumed that his violence against
his wife and his son, Brownfield, is deeply rooted in white supremacy.
Therefore, in previous studies, Grange’s behavior has been mostly construed as
the reactions of an archetypal black male against white male dominance. Even
the incident of Central Park in New York has been considered from such
dichotomous perspective.

Grange shows a remarkable self-development when he happens to see the
breakup between a pregnant white woman and a soldier in the park. Feeling
deep sympathy for the white people for the first time in his life, regardless of
the danger, as an equal human being he tries to cross racial boundaries in
order to console the grieving woman. Consequently, her refusal of his approach
and her hatred of blacks cause her to slip into a pond and die. Despite the fact
that he had got a glimpse of the human bonding beyond race, after she
releases his rescuing “black” hand, Grange lets her die in the frozen pond.
However, it should not be overlooked that, whereas the white woman’s death
restores his manhood and rekindles his racial pride, his flash of inspiration “to
save and preserve life is an instinct” continues to haunt him, and he accuses
himself of this “murder” for the rest of his life.

After Grange returns to Georgia, his emotional growth becomes
reinforced by understanding the lonely battle of his son’s wife, Mem. She is
more marginalized than Brownfield, living in a cabin on a white man’s
plantation. Mem represents any anonymous sharecroppers’ wife, who is a
victim of racism and sexism in society as well as at home, an archetypal black
female who has no chance to develop her inner self. However, through Ruth’s
eyes, Walker implies Mem's unyielding resistance against falling victim to the
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system. That Mem voluntarily gets shot by Brownfield should be given more
consideration. She thought her violent act against her brutal husband as
horrifying but necessary for survival, to protect her children from him and also
to liberate him from “new slavery.” By giving up her life in atonement for her
“sin,” she tried to put an end to the chain of violence. Grange understands her
struggle for finding human bonds in the segregated social milieu and guides
Ruth by regarding Mem as her role model. Thus, Walker places Ruth as a
witness to Mem's silent resistance, and leaves her the future responsibility to
embody collective voices of black people.

Through his unconditional love of Ruth, Grange realizes that he was once
trapped in the system by creating a white destructive “God” inside him, and
that he made himself a slave by abandoning his responsibility for his family.
The understanding Grange has obtained in his life can be interpreted as his
own ‘emancipation proclamation.” Whereas Grange thus achieves self-
realization by overcoming his own racism, Brownfield becomes an agent of
white supremacy— “living dead” who regards a white judge as his God and
uses his power to get Ruth back to him. On the surface, Grange’s killing of
Brownfield is “kin killing” in a racist society. When Grange shoots Brownfield
to protect Ruth from him, at the same time, he is determined to give up his
life, for he had already learned that his life was not only his own. It was passed
on to him through generations and it must continue in the next generation.
Hence, in condemning violence, Grange voluntarily takes responsibility for
breaking off his human bonds in the same way that Mem did. As a result,
Grange’s achievement of his full humanity, which is “a state of oneness,” is
firmly passed on to Ruth.
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