
2013.8.7 (Wed), Miyajima Island. 



 BESSHO Yusuke                                                                                 
Cultural Anthropologist, PhD.                                                                                          
Assistant Professor Graduate School for International Development and 
Cooperation, Hiroshima University. 

 Recent Research Topic                                                           
Deployment of “Environmentalism” in the local Tibetan nomadic communities. 

  Website                                                                       
http://home.hiroshima-u.ac.jp/gyamtso  

 



 →From the view of the “Death” and its Commemorating… 



WILL

RITUAL



religion

– But how? 



Sky burial 
(Tibet) 

Bury in the ground 
(China) 

Cremation 
(Japan) 







 Robert Hertz



 RELIGIONS 



Physicality 

Individuality 

Sociality 

Bone / Ash 

Spirit 

Social reinte- 
gration 

Three aspects of 
human being 

Transitional Phase 



Stabilized Phase 

Processing of 
the dead body 

Departure to the 
next stage 

Mourning 

Corpse management 

Pacified 

Ritual practice 





productivity
prosperity

IDEOLOGICAL EFFECT of death ritual, t









PARALLEL VIEW

Yanagita Kunio 
（1875-1962） 















t home coming









 TATARI





TATARI 



BOTH THE DECEASED AND THE 
LIVING

 TATARI
KUYOU

Transitional  
Phase 

Stabilized 
Phase 

TATARI KUYOU 



Human 
being 

Demon 
(Shura) 

Hungry 
Ghost 

Hell 

divine 

Animal Samsara stage 
(cyclical rebirth) 

Nirvana stage 
(perfect liberation) 

Buddhas 

New 
Buddha 
Buddha 
Bodhi-
sattva 

(savior) 

































20 years reliance  
and achievement 

 
 
 











Vulnerable groups and those who were oppressed by injustice. 
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