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Longitudinal Study of Maternal Behavior in Daily Mother-Child Separation
— A behavioral analysis of mothers dropping their children at kindergarten —

Azusa Gonda

Abstract: The present study attempts to elucidate the way in which mothers behave and
express their affection to their children of ages 3-5 years. Observations were carried out
when participants dropped their children at kindergarten in the morning. The following
results were obtained: (1) When their children were three-years old, mothers appeared to
nurture them and overtly express affection prior to leaving. (2) Regardless of their child’s
age, the overall amount of expressed affection remained consistent among participants. (3)
In both age groups (3 and 5 years), mothers with daughters were noticed to express more
affection than mothers with sons.

Key words: Leaving children at kindergarten in the morning, Mothers behavior toward
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