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Abstract: This is a research for the structure of reading curriculum in Ontario, Canada.
Especially, about The Ontario curriculum, Grades 1-8, Language. At first I examined a
principle of the curriculum making. I knew that the language curriculum is based on the
belief that literacy is critical to responsible and productive citizenship. And I think it is
important that literacy is critical. Secondly I knew that the curriculum is designed to
provide students with the knowledge and skills that they need to achieve this goal. This
curriculum organizes the knowledge and skills that students need to become literate in
four strands, or broad areas of learning - Oral Communication, Reading, Writing, and Media
Literacy. And I think it is important that “strand”.
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Literacy is about more than reading or writing
- it is about how we communicate in society.

It is about social practices and relationships, about
knowledge, language and culture. Those who use
literacy take it for granted - but those who cannot
use it are excluded from much

communication in today’s world. Indeed, it is the
excluded who can best appreciate the notion of
“literacy as freedom”.

UNESCO, Statement for the United Nations
Literacy Decade, 2003-2012
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The language curriculum is based on the belief
that literacy is critical to responsible and
productive citizenship, and that all students can
become literate. The curriculum is designed to
provide students with the knowledge and skills
that they need to achieve this goal. It aims to help
students become successful language learners,
who share the following characteristics.
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Successful language learners:

- understand that language learning is a
necessary, life-enhancing, reflective process;

- communicate - that is, read, listen, view, speak,
write, and represent - effectively and with
confidence;

- make meaningful connections between
themselves, what they encounter in texts, and the
world around them;

- think critically;

- understand that all texts advance a particular
point of view that must be recognized,

questioned, assessed, and evaluated,;

- appreciate the cultural impact and aesthetic
power of texts;

- use language to interact and connect with
individuals and communities, for personal growth,

and for active participation as world citizens.
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This curriculum organizes the knowledge and
skills that students need to become literate in four
strands, or broad areas of learning - Oral
Communication, Reading, Writing, and Media
Literacy. These areas of learning are closely
interrelated, and the knowledge and skills
described in the four strands are interdependent
and complementary. Teachers are expected to
plan activities that blend expectations from the
four strands in order to provide students with the
kinds of experiences that promote meaningful
learning and that help students recognize how
literacy skills in the four areas reinforce and
strengthen one another.
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The expectations in the language curriculum are
organized into four strands: Oral Communication,
Reading, Writing, and Media Literacy. The
program in all grades is designed to develop a
range of essential skills in these four interrelated
areas, built on a solid foundation of knowledge of
the conventions of standard English and
incorporating the use of analytical, critical, and
metacognitive thinking skills. Students learn best
when they are encouraged to consciously monitor
their thinking as they learn, and each strand
includes expectations that call for such reflection.
The knowledge and skills described in the
expectations in the four strands of the language
curriculum will enable students to understand,
respond to, create, and appreciate a full range of
literary, informational, and media texts.
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The Oral Communication strand has three overall

expectations, as follows:

Students will:

1. listen in order to understand and respond
appropriately in a variety of situations for a

variety of purposes;

2. use speaking skills and strategies appropriately
to communicate with different audiences

for a variety of purposes;

3. reflect on and identify their strengths as listeners
and speakers, areas for improvement,

and the strategies they found most helpful in oral

communication situations.

The Reading strand has four overall expectations,
as follows:

Students will:

1. read and demonstrate an understanding of a
variety of literary, graphic, and informational

texts, using a range of strategies to construct
meaning;

2. recognize a variety of text forms, text features,
and stylistic elements and demonstrate
understanding of how they help communicate
meaning;

3. use knowledge of words and cueing systems to
read fluently;

4. reflect on and identify their strengths as readers,
areas for improvement, and the

strategies they found most helpful before, during,

and after reading.

The Writing strand has four overall expectations,
as follows;

Students will:

1. generate, gather, and organize ideas and
information to write for an intended purpose

and audience;

2. draft and revise their writing, using a variety of
informational, literary, and graphic

forms and stylistic elements appropriate for the
purpose and audience;

3. use editing, proofreading, and publishing skills
and strategies, and knowledge of language
conventions, to correct errors, refine expression,
and present their work effectively;

4. reflect on and identify their strengths as writers,
areas for improvement, and the strategies

they found most helpful at different stages in the
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writing process.

The Media Literacy strand has four overall
expectations, as follows;

Students will:

1. demonstrate an understanding of a variety of
media texts;

2. identify some media forms and explain how the
conventions and techniques associated

with them are used to create meaning;

3. create a variety of media texts for different
purposes and audiences, using appropriate

forms, conventions, and techniques;

4. reflect on and identify their strengths, areas for
improvement, and the strategies they

found most helpful in understanding and creating

media texts.
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