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The purpose was to identify problems in productive occupational performance of persons with
dementia in small groups and to identify intervention skills. We interviewed five expert occupational
therapists using a semi-structured interview. Using qualitative inductive analysis, we categorized the
problems into 19 items and the skills into 41 items. As well as difficulties in initiating occupation steps,
motion stop of occupation-in-action, problems in productive occupation whereby persons with dementia
refuse participation in group activities when the quality of finished products is not good were also
extracted. Setting up purpose and using phrases which enhanced clients’ sense of contribution were
included in the skills for inviting them to participate in activities. In addition, methods of selecting
occupation and making groups with reference to personal character and dementia type were also
included. It was found that experts give various sensory modality cues at appropriate timing, not only

verbal cues but also visual, tactile, auditory and olfactory cues, acting as behind-the-scenes supporters.
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