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APPROACHES TO CLASSICAL AND INDO-EUROPEAN POETICS

Syllabus

1. Introduction. The comparative method in linguistics and poetics.

Synchrony and diachrony, genetic and typological comparison.

2. Culture history and linguistic reconstruction. Sketch for a history of Indo-European

poetics.

3. Two proems: Pindar, Nem. 2.1-5; Hesiod, Works and Days 1-10

4. Poetics as repertory, The poetic traditions of the Indo-European world: sources,

texts, genres.
5. Poetics as grammar. Typology of poetic devices, and some rules of poetic grammar.
6. Obscure styles: anagrams and hypograms.
7. Word order, syntactic constituency, and the organization of the metrical line:
examples from Pindar.

The Indo-European poet: his social and economic function, his training, and his art.
The danastuti: India



8. The danastuti: Ireland and the Germanic world. The danastuti: Pindar, Isthmian 2.

9. Some case studies. Greece and the art of the word. The language and poetry of the

Trojans.
10. Vedic India and the art of the word. Vedic India and the power of the word.

11.Ireland and the art of the syllable. Latin, Umbrian, and Old Iranian liturgy and

prayer.

12. How to Kkill a dragon in Indo-European. Diachronic semantics of formula and theme
in Indo-Iranian, Hittite, Greek, and Germanic.

From myth to epic. Variation and expansion of the formula: further topics in Greece.

13. From myth to charm. The Indo-European poet as healer. Rétrospective. The Poet's

Truth: power, particularity, and perseveration of the word.
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