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Current State of Education of Pediatric Dentistry in Dental Schools in Japan

Education problem research committee, The Japanese Society of Pediatric Dentistry
Katsuyuki Kozai, Junji Suzuki, Yoshimori Uchikawa, Shigenari Kimoto, Yasuo Tamura
Ichiro Nakajima, Toshiaki Ono, Kenji Arita, Seikou Shintani, Satoshi Fukumoto

Yasutaka Kaihara, Fumiko Hayashi and Tomoyuki Tsuchiya

Education problem research committee, The Japanese Society of Pediatric Dentistry
Department of Pediatric Dentistry, Graduate School of Biomedical Sciences, Hiroshima University
(Director : Prof. Kozai, Katsuyuki)

To survey the current state of the education of Pediatric Dentistry in our country, a questionnaire
investigation was done to all Dental Colleges and School of Dentistry in Universities. The question-
naire consisted of three fields, such as lecture of Pediatric Dentistry, basic laboratory practice and ba-
sic clinical practice. According to the questionnaire, the following things were confirmed. All Univer-
sities still have the syllabus concerning Pediatric Dentistry, except for one University. The average
hours of lecture was 55 hours. The University with the longest course hours was 6 times higher than
the shortest University. The average hours of basic laboratory practice was 35 hours. The private Uni-
versities were significantly longer than national and public Universities. While, the period of basic
clinical practice was similar in all Universities, however it started 6 months earlier in private Univer-
sities compared with national and public Universities. Moreover, there were differences in interven-
tion levels of students to the treatment of the patients and evaluation procedures of basic clinical prac-
tice in Universities.

In the present study, it was confirmed that the education of Pediatric Dentistry varied considerably
between Universities. Especially, the average hours of lecture and basic laboratory practice were
longer in private Universities compared to national and public Universities. Furthermore, basic clinical

practice starts significantly earlier in private Universities.

Key words : Pediatric Dentistry, Dental Education, Questionnaire Investivation



