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Teachers’ Conceptualization and Actual Practice in the Teaching and Assessment of
Problem-Solving Skills in Upper Secondary School Geography

by

Yukiko HIRAKAWA
Graduate School for International Development and Cooperation, Hiroshima University
Nu Nu Wai
Graduate School for International Development and Cooperation, Hiroshima University

To cope with the dynamically changing modern society, students have to acquire problem-
solving skills in schools, which is also emphasized as an important part of “zest for living” in
Japanese educational reform. Applying a survey method with a questionnaire to the Upper
Secondary School Geography teachers, this research tried to clarify teachers’ conceptualization and
actual practice towards the teaching and assessment of problem-solving skills, with the focus on the
skills of thinking, judgment and expression. The results reveal that the importance of these skills is
widely recognized by teachers, whereas in actual practice, many teachers find difficulty in teaching
and evaluating them in a systematic way.

Keywords: problem-solving skills, thinking, judgment, expression, student evaluation





