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Record of the Scrawled Filefish Aluterus scriptus (Family: Monacanthidae), A Tropical/Warm-
Temperate Fish Found Off Osaki-Kamijima Island, Seto Inland Sea, Japan
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Abstract: The scrawled filefish Aluterus scriptus (Osbeck) is widely distributed in the world’s tropical/warm-temperate
waters. We collected a juvenile (19.7cmTL) of 4. scriptus with a hand net off Osaki-Kamijima Island in the Seto Inland
Sea on July 31, 2008. Because juveniles of 4. scriptus are known to be associated with drifting seaweed, and have already
been recorded at Iyo Nada in the Seto Inland Sea, this suggests that A. scriptus is passively introduced into the sea through
the Bungo Channel by the Kuroshio Current. Considering the lowest water temperature in the sea is ca. 10°C in winter, it
appears impossible that such a tropical/warm-temperate fish could overwinter here. It is likely that A. scriptus was in the
sea as part of an abortive migration along with other tropical fish juveniles. Because a strong poison (palytoxin) is present
in the internal organs of this fish, it is important that we should not eat this fish.
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Fig. 1

Location map of sampling area (closed circle; 34° 29’ N, 132° 89" E).
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Fig. 2 The photograph of Aluterus scriptus in the Aquarium (19.7cmTL, 36.2gBW).
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