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When we think about interpretations, we think about them in
relationship to the thing we call a text. The text is the common

element of a large number of interpretations (or perhaps one of

the common elements). But how we think of a text can vary; we
can see it in relation to the author, to language, to other texts, to
the world, and to the reader. That is, the text can be seen as an
expression of an individual whose name we may know; someone
wrote a letter or a book, and we can wonder what she meant. But
we could simply see it as a mo_onaos or written language, in which
case we would just examine the vocabulary and the grammar and
see what meaning emerges from them. That is what people do
when they try to decipher a strange or mysterious text like the
Rosetta stone. Another way of looking at any one text is to see it
in relation to all the other texts that have been written, as if it
were a part of a large jigsaw puzzle of texts. Scholars of the Bible
do this when they try to determine the relationship of one Gospel
to another, or to determine where one group of prohets fits into
the larger scheme of prophecy literature. Still another way of
viewing the text is as a point of reference 8. an external world;
for example, we assume that a set of numbers in a telephone
directory is a signal for anyone to punch those numbers on a
phone and speak to the person listed. We make the same assump-
tion about history and many textbooks, that is, that the events
they describe are what actually happened. Finally, we may think
of text as being intended to affect an audience, that is, what hap-
pens to us as readers is what is important. Any text can be
interpreted with reference to any one or more options in this set

of relationships. None of them is any better or more correct than
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any other, but scholarly wars are fought over which should pre-
vail; and which one does prevail at a given time can affect a great
number of other aspects of our mental and spiritual lives. g
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2 Purves, Alan C. 1998 The Web of Text and the Web of God: An
Essay on the Third Information Transformation. The Guilford
Press, pp.75-76.
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Between “Where All Our Lost Things Are Cast Away” and “Where We Should Be™
For the “Turn” and “Prospect” of the Teaching of Literature

Takaharu Yamamoto

In the teaching of literature, it is important to know the process of interaction in which we as
readers are producing our own “text” in the act of reading. We are reading, interpreting, and all
the while revising the text. As long as reading is a sort of creating something new, we may even
undermine the author’s intention. Probably through such procedure we try to reconstruct “what
we have lost” in order to find “where we should be.” This seems to be the only way to justify the
act of reading in what Senri Sugai calls the “essential dissociation between language and its refer-
ents.”





