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The Asymptotic Line between Japanese Language
and Japanese Literature Educations:
Against the “Unification” of Self and Its Image

Hirotaka Nanba

The more one learns Japanese language, the more seriously one must face the prob-
lem of what the “Japanese” are. In an extreme case, one may come to be uncertain of one’s
self. In other words, one is torn between one’s own self and the self-image which is con-
structed through the “standard” language of Japanese language education. Wheras, in
Japanese literature education, one is expected to “freely” express what one thinks and
feels. There the censor is neither the education system nor teachers but the learner him-
or herself. It is necessary to cultivate one's self for oneself and resist the standardized

self-image.





