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The Power of Performative Reading: Richness of “Misreading”
Takaharu Yamamoto

“Misreading” functions positively when it undermines our established values. Here I
will offer the act of misreading not as opposed to so-called adequate reading but as open
to so many interpretations. The reading theories of I. A. Richards and Michael Riffaterre
are instructive but they seem to miss the importance of misreading. Whereas what Robert
Scholes calls “reading against” is much more useful. So following Scholes’ idea, I will ex-
amine how ‘the reader transfigures the original text through his/her misreading and in
the very act forms his/her own identity as the subject of reading. While liberating the
reader from the author’s authority, such misreading makes the act of reading a perform-
ance where each reader experiences his/her own reading as an event.





