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The State of a Usurer’s Capital in the Late Edo (;IF) Period:
: a Case Study of the Nobuto (3Ei%)
Family in Fuchu (Ff#), Bingo ({##)

by Tomihiro Nakayama

In the Late Edo period, the Nobuto Family was mostly engaged in financial business,
especially loaning silver, besides owning the land and renting houses. They loaned people
who were from different classes of the hierarchy, including the peasants and the lower classes
in Fuchu City. However, since the Tempo (Ef#) Era, they intentionally had not been loan-
ing the peasants and the lower classes, and limited customers to commercial capitalists in
various parts by degrees. Many of the commercial capitalists who the Nobufo Family dealt
with could not adapt themselves to economic change in the Meiji (B3#4) Restoration and fac-
ed breakdown economically except for only a few outstanding ones. The Nobuto Family
financed those commercial capitalists as much as possible while they charged interest, taking
advantage of the lord’s authority. They seized mortages when the customers could not pay
them back. ~ After all, the Nobuto Family had intended not to loan the peasants, the lower
classes, the small commercial capitalists, and the ruined commercial capitalists; but, by con-
trast, the number of the renters had decreased to 188 in 1867 even though the amount of loans
had increased.
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