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Highlander Folk School and the Southern Labor Movement in the United States
— Focusing on its relationship with CIO(Congress of Industrial Organizations) —

Yoshimi Fujimura

Abstract. Highlander Folk School (HFS) was founded in 1932 in Monteagle, Tennessee by
Myles Horton and Don West. One of its founders, Myles Horton was a pioneer in the cause
of social justice in the Southern Region of America and is called “the Giant of adult education
movement in the United States.” Since its foundation, HFS was dedicated to teaching blacks
and whites to challenge entrenched social, economic and political strictures of a segregated
society. In the 1930s and 1940s, it developed labor education throughout the southern region
in cooperation with CIO(the Congress of Industrial Organizations). This paper examines
the role of HFS in the labor movement in the South and its relationship with CIO.
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