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A Study of Documents and Records Concerning Science Education Reform in Postwar Japan (II)

Kazumi Shiba

Abstract. The purpose of this paper was to make clear the trend of science education reform
in postwar Japan. In those days, Fumiyoshi Oshima (1894-1986) who worked at the textbook
bureau in the Ministry of Education played an important role in the compilation of textbooks
and the preparation of courses of study. So through the study of documents and records in
F. Oshima’s possession, the following results were reached: (1) The Ministry of Education
reformed science education in the democratic ways. (2) According to the researches on the
actual condition, the Ministry of Education tried to make the best use of them in order to
design the objects and contents for the new science education. (3) In early postwar Japan,
the circumstances surrounding schools had a good grounding in spreading the new science

education.
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