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Exclusion and Tolerance
in Medieval Europe
23 March 2005 (Wednesday) - 24 March 2005 (Thursday)

Conference Room 1, Gakushi Kaikan, Hiroshima University
Abstract

Religious Tolerance and Exclusion of Pagans, Judaists

and Heretics according to St. Thomas Aquinas
Hidemi MIZUTA

The topic that I have chosen is a religious one. But the reason for my choice
is definitely not that I am religious. It is because I have in mind that in today's Iraqi
situation or Palestinian or other similar situations, there is an underlying conflict
between religions and civilizations over values, although needless to say any facile
simplification should be avoided. And yet, seriously religious tolerance is expected to be
ensured. Having this kind of contemporary problem in mind, I'd like to shift the axis of
time a little to the past and that of space to the West, in order to consider the problems
of exclusion and tolerance in medieval Europe, especially of religious tolerance and

intolerance, exclusion and symbiosis in the field of religious beliefs.

Exclusion and Tolerance in Medieval England:

Church Reform Movement and Norwich
Hiromichi YAMASHIRO

In this report, I would like to discuss the exclusion and tolerance in medieval
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England, especially during the Anglo-Norman Period (1066-1154) after the Norman
Conquest (1066) .

In the 11th and 12th century Western Christendom, the wave of Church Reform
Movement reached from the Roman Papacy to each region. Here, I will call this Church
Reform Movement as “globalization,” because it penetrated the common world view
and the common value system. In one region, that is, England, how did the people of
different social levels respond to the goals for Church Reform? We now regard the
prohibitions of simony (i.e. purchase of holy offices and payment for ecclesiastical
services) , clerical marriage, and lay investiture as “global standards.” Then, how did
this ecclesiastical “globalization™ influence the people at different levels in Medieval
England?

First, I would like to discuss briefly the reactions of the top level of the society.
What were the reactions of the kings, archbishops and bishops to the observance of the
Church Reform goals? The goals were the prohibitions of simony, clerical marriage, and
lay investiture. I will deal with the problems from the viewpoints of their rejections or
acceptance.

Secondly, how were the situations at the parish level? I would like to discuss
the problems of those clerics who violated such prohibition decrees. Then, were they
excluded or tolerated by the people in their parishes? I would say that it is possible to
diséuss these problems in terms of the conflicts between “globalism™ and *“localism.”

In conclusion, I would like to say that such clerics were not entirely excluded
but rather tolerated by the people at parish level. The situation was a reflection of
the “localism,” that is, the local and traditional customs of the parish churches in the

bishopric of Norwich.
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Exclusion and Tolerance in Criseyde/Cresseid/Cressida

Yoshiyuki NAKAO

The Trojan legends continued to be told by various writers extended from the
ancient, through the medieval, to the modern period. However, it was only by Benoit,
a French poet in 12th century that the love of Troilus and Criseyde and her betrayal of
him were highlighted as an episode in the story. Since then she has been stigmatized as
an inconstant lover. This being the case, how to deal with ‘her betrayal’ became a focal
point of the story, and varied from writer to writer. This paper is an attempt to reexamine
changing images of Criseyde, a betrayer of Troilus, and make clear how much these
writers excluded or tolerated her. We have focused on Criseyde by Chaucer, the late
fourteenth century English poet, Cresseid by Henryson, the fifteenth century Scottish
poet, who was in the transitional period from the medieval to the modern, and Cressida

by Shakespeare, the Renaissance poet.

Exclusion and Tolerance in Walther and Wolfram:

the Concepts of Pagans (paganism)

So SHITANDA

In my presentation, I would like to discuss how the so called ‘pagans’ were
described and evaluated in the history of medieval German poetry, especially in the
knight-courtly German Literature in the first half of the 13th Century. The knight court
epic poetry which indicates ‘tolerance’-attitude by contrast to be the crusade literature
(‘song of a crusade’) which is going to consider that a pagan is an ‘adversary’ and is
going to ‘eliminate’ the pagan: these two different viewpoints are introduced, and the
history cultural background of the difference is explored. In this research presentation,
the concept of ‘exclusion’ and ‘tolerance’ in Medieval German literature is surveyed.

Next, the concept and example of ‘Heide’ (‘pagan’) in Medieval German literature are

-641 -



verified as a concept relevant to these. ,,Das Palistinalied” (“The Song of Palestine™)
in the poetry of Walther von der Vogelweide is taken up as an example of the song of
crusade literature and a crusade. Furthermore, epic poetry “Parzival” of Wolfram von
Eschenbach is treated as an example of the knight court epic poetry made tolerant-like.
I try to carry out comparison contrastive analysis of the both from a viewpoint of the

concept of ‘tolerance’ and ‘exclusion’.

0. Introduction

1. Concept of ‘Exclusion’ and ‘Tolerance’ in Medieval German Literature

2. Concept and Example of ‘Heide’ (‘Pagan’) in Medieval German Literature

3. Example of ‘Exclusion’ and Tolerance in the Poetry of Walther von der Vogelweide
4. Example of ‘Exclusion’ and ‘Tolerance’ in "Parzival" of Wolfram von Eschenbach

5. Conclusion

Exclusion and Tolerance in La Fille du comte de Pontieu

Noboru HARANO

Manuscripts and Texts in Chaucer’s Works:

An Approach to Exclusion and Tolerance for Texts

Akiyuki JIMURA

There exist the true, the good and the beautiful in the world. We seek to pursue our
ideal life, following ethical value judgments based upon those virtues. They may not
remain universal if they change through space and time. We wish to choose our own
values, depending upon temporarily elusive ideas keeping up with the times. However,

if those values exist beyond the spatial and temporal span, we will not exclude them, but
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perceive in them something common, integrated and effective. Even though there are
various contradictory things, some strong spiritual powers function as agents of integrity
and become universal values.

One of the reasons why literary works in the past are valued even now is that they
are accepted as having their own identities beyond spatial and temporal limitations. They
belong to be a kind of literary tradition which tells us that they are not the historical
records of excluded literary texts, but what kind of tolerance and acceptance of literary
texts we have succeeded to.

The works of Geoffrey Chaucer are like this. Terry Jones (2003; 2004) indicated
that Chaucef had been suddenly murdered in 1400. If it were a fact, we could have some
doubt why he had to be excluded in society where he was not only a courtier but also a
diplomat in the age of Richard II. Even though he disappeared unexpectedly, however,
he remained as a father of English poetry, to say nothing of the English language. His
works became a treasure of English literature. They were written about 600 yevars ago,
but people often talk of his works as they were contemporaries in their own age. For
example, Chaucer’s description of spring in the beginning of “The General Prologue”
to the Canterbury Tales has a great influence upon the minds of contemporary British
people.

Chaucer’s works have been transmitted to later generations by scribes’ manuscripts.
In earlier times, scribes could somewhat freely make or create Chaucer’s works in their
own way. When comparing several editions of Chaucer’s works with one another, we
can notice some marked features of difference rather than similarity. This fact of course
makes us think of the existence of Chaucerian manuscripts as written by several scribes
rather than as implied by the editors’ principles of editing texts. When scribes transcribed
the archetypes of the texts, they were able to use their own dialects. We should be
careful not to identify their customs with copying of a sutra in Eastern cultures where
people copy the texts as literally and accurately as possible. In this paper, first we discuss
the relationship between Chaucer and Archbishop Arundel, based upon Jones’s books.
Second, we deal with some problems of manuscripts and scribes, with special reference

to Chaucer’s complaint to Adam the scribe. Third, we investigate some problems of
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textual transmission of Chaucer’s manuscripts from the viewpoints of exclusion and
tolerance: (1) similarities and differences of several manuscripts and texts of The

Parliament of Fowls and (2) textual transmission of The Canterbury Tales.
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