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Kindergarten Teachers’ Beliefs Concerning Children’s Musical
Expression '

Mina Sano'

The purpose of this study was to examine kindergarten teachers’ beliefs concerning children’s
musical expression. The data obtained from the questionnaire answered by 200 kindergarten teachers
residing in geographically dispersed place was processed with statistical technique. Seven elements
defined by the author based on Jalongo’s research regarding teachers’ involvement style were ex-
tracted from the aspect of age, teaching career and regions of work place. As a result, it was found that
the importance of musical expression on early childhood education was widely accepted among teach-
ers as a consensus. Furthermore, teachers tend to support children’s play activities to enhance their
expression. At the same time, characteristics were included in elements concerning teachers’ involve-
ment such as “word”, “participation”, “instruction as.discipline” and “involvement by piano perfor-
mance”. The obtained findings were consistent with statistically processed result. In some situations
teachers’ behavior and beliefs did not coincide, though teachers did not aware. Such cases were
examined by quantitative analyses such as principle component analysis and cluster analysis.

Key Words : teachers’ beliefs, questionnaire, musical expression, teachers’ involvement, quantitative
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