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The influences of interpersonal conflicts on plays of preschoolers

Miwa Nakagawa' and Akira Yamazaki’

The purpose of this study was to identify whether preschoolers’ plays were different between pre-
and post-conflict, and whether it was different depending on the age. Four-year-old children and 6-
year-old children were observed in free play situations. It was found that 4-year-old children experi-
enced the interpersonal conflicts in situations apart from plays, and 6-year-old children experienced

them in play situations, although total frequencies of occurrence in interpersonal conflicts weren't

different. Additionally, parties concerned who were engaged in cooperative play before an interper-
sonal conflict shared play after that, in term of 4-year-old. On the contrary, with regard to 6-year-old
children, parties concerned who were engaged in cooperative play before an interpersonal conflict
didn't always share plays, engaged in parallel plays, or stopped playing together after that. Results
indicated that situations where interpersonal conflicts occurred were different depending on age, and

that interpersonal conflicts influenced on 6-year-old children's plays.
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