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Aggressive Behavior and Peer Relationships in
Young Children and Childhood

Miho Hatakeyama', Hiroshi Hatakeyama? and Akira Yamazaki?

The amount of literature focusing on the issues of aggression in young children has increased greatly in
past years. Yet to date, little attention has been paid to the developmental implications, including the short-
and long-term consequences of peer aggression and victimaization. Overseas, extensive research employing
sociometric testing has been conducted over the last twenty years. In this article, studies on problems in peer
relations are reviewed with the aim of understunding the behavioral characteristics in children who are
rejected by their peers. First, studies addressing peer relation and aggressive behavior are reviewed. Second,
research on forms of aggression are reviewed. Third, relation between forms of aggression and gender
differences are reviewed. Fourth, relation between aggression and peer groups was reviewed. Finally, sug-

gestions are offered for future research to prevent peer victimization and peer rejection.
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