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Preschool Children's Imaginary Companions
and Related Phenomenon (1)

Shohei Tomita! and Akira Yamazaki?

This research examined preschool children’s imaginary companions and related phenomenon. The par-
ents of 85 children were completed a self-administered questionnaire. The results revealed that the incidence
of imaginary companions, personified objects, and impersonation games were 12%, 51%, and 75%. Each
characteristic was following. Imaginary companions often appeared as the existence like the peers for chil-
dren. Personified objects appeared as the existence that is cared. Impersonation game characters appeared as
the existence like yearning. Also, the results revealed that high-fantasy-children were receiving more magical
explanations by the parents in comparison with low-fantasy-children.
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