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A Study for Analyzing the Location of Early Childhood Care and Educa-
tion Facilities Using Spatial Information System

This paper proposes a system for analyzing th

Sachiko Kitano ! and Jun Uda?

¢ location of early childhood care and education facilities

in Japan, which are Child Care Centers (Hoikuen) and Kindergartens (Youchien). In this system we input three
types of information; (1) the location of the facilities (both Youchien and Hoikuen), (2) the road network

system, and (3) the distribution maps of the popu

lation. With those three types of data, the system can plot

out the appropriate location of early childhood care and education facilities.

In this study we also did an empirical study in Kure-City, in Hiroshima district, using our Spatial Informa-

tion System. The outcomes of our visual data shows that; (1) both Hoikuen and Youchien are located near
main roads, (2) both are located near each other, and (3) there are wide areas where there are no early
childhood care and education facilities within walking distance. Especially, for the children living in the

northeastern part of Kure-City, it is very hard to ge
childhood care and education services.
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t services and there is no choice from which to select early

dhood care and education, optimal facility location
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