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The Report on the Forum of the Support for Child Rearing
in Higashi-Hiroshima
Atsushi Nanakida'

Family social isolation, conflicting workplace demands, inadequate and unaffordable child care, and
parent and child needs have strained family life and have led to calls for parent support programs in Japan.
This report describes the Forum of the Support for Child Rearing in Higashi-Hiroshima, designed to support
parents.

This Forum focused on discussing needs and assessing how those needs could be addressed, with
reports and community profiles developed for each child-rearing support center, including the need for
coordinated information on available services and resources, information on child development, and effec-
tive ways of forming closer relationships with their children's neighborhood.

Findings indicated that collaboration among agencies was the most effective way of reaching parents,
and providing child care was essential to parent participation.
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