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A Descriptive Case Study on a Relational Analysis
of "Difficult" Child in Nursery School:
A Changing Process of a Girl Who Has Physical Awkwardness

Takahito Masuda! and Atsushi Nanakida?

This paper analyzed how a 4 year old girl who had been labelled as 'difficuit' became a full participant

in the social community at nursery school, in her relationships with teachers and peers. The process of how

he established her identity and was accepted and treated as a full member of the community was considered

from a relational viewpoint, as an example of Gyoubu(1997) "Legitimate Peripheral Participation (LPP)."

Gyoubu conceived suggested that the persons such as an educational observer, not teacher, might be useful

to improve some children's "difficult" relationships. Weekly longitudinal observations of the boy were made

between April and December of 1999. Changes in her identity and clumsiness through interactions with

peers and teachers in the participation process were evaluated and interpreted in relation to the transforma-

tion of the community as a whole, rather than to changes in the individual's internal functions or skills.

Key Words: a "difficult" child, social interaction, intervention, physical awkwardness, a nursery school .
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