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How Do Children Talk about Their Past?:
Remembering the Previous Day

Keiko Kosaka

This study examined the developmental changes in preschoolers’ narratives about their past events.

Sixty-six kindergarten children aged 5 and 6 were requested to recall what they had experienced on the

previous day as much as they could. Collected narratives were analyzed from two viewpoints, voluntariness

of narratives providing and variation of narrative contents. Results showed that younger children gave
simple answers to experimenter’s questions, although older children made more detailed answers and some-

times spontaneously provided more information than what they had been asked for. Moreover, younger
children simply recalled daily activities with their friends in kindergarten according to“kindergarten script”,

whereas older children recalled various experiences in various situations beyond the script. These results

suggested that six-year-old children’s narratives about their past events start to be freed from here and now

situations, and the events stored in their memories will constitute their autobiographical memories.
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