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Learning Disabilities in Early Childhood
— Contemporary Viewpoints on Assessment —

Atsushi Nanakida', Toyokazu Mizuuchi?, and Akiko Harano?

The present study aimed to review the prediction and identification of learning disabilities in early child-
hood. Since Kirk's identification on learning disabilities(1962), many definitions of learning disabilities
that have been proposed during the field's relatively short history, none has been universally accepted. The
term learning disability is meant to identify children with a severe discrepancy between ability and achieve-
ment. While this is a fairly well agreed-upon criterion, there is considerable disagreement and confusion
about what constitutes learning disabilities in early childhood. Because of the complex way learning dis-
abilities is defined, the task of identifying the "true LD child" guarantees that a battery of tests be adminis-
tered. As a result, learning disabled children have been called the "most diagnosed" of all types of excep-
tional children. The identification and prediction are appropriate and important functions of educational
testing in early childhood special education. This stems from the belief, widely held in the learning disabili-
ties field, in a diagnostic-prescriptive approach to assessment, for example, Woodcock-Johnson Test. It was
concluded that assessment for prediction is an area in which the field of learning disabilities has had great
impact for all of early childhood special education and more and more for regular setting as well.
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WI-R COG: WIJ-R test of cognitive abilities

WIJ-R ACH: WIJ-R test of achivement
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