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Arguments on Integrating Early Childhood Care and Education
in the United States

Sachiko Kitano!

There is widespread recognition in the 'US, that early childhood education and child care are not separate

issues but must be considered jointly. However, until recently, the diverse system of regulations that influ-

ences professional development programs constituted a major barrier to improving quality child care. The

present study overviews the current issues concerning the integration of early childhood care and education.
For this purpose, related articles contributed to "Young Children", the professional reviewed journal of
NAEYC(The National Association for the Education of Young Children.), from the year 1983 to 1997, are
analyzed. Findings show that (1) the issues on integrating are discussed in the context of promoting high

quality child care; and in order to promote integration, (2) a system-wide, bias-free, integrated conception

must.be framed among the professionals in the field and (3) linkages between the child care subsystem and

other human service programs must be built. In conclusion, this study suggests that the integration of early

childhood care and education functions as the key concepts for the field's improvement.
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