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The Study of an assessment in early childhood education in New Zealand :
—Theory and Practice of Learning Story —

Gota Matsui  Atsushi Nanakida

The purpose of this study is examined about “Learning Story” which is the method of the
assessment being used by the early childhood educator in New Zealand. New Zealand is known
widely as a first practical country of the early childhood education curriculum called “Te
Whariki” . Researcher, teacher and parents in New Zealand construct the “Learning Story”
which is made based of “Te Whariki” elements. Children are considered problem-solver who
learns in the leaning opportunities and environment in the “Learning Story” . A child's learning
disposition is composed of four-step sequence, and assessment is done in accordance with it. As
for the method of the assessment, the description, which made the observation of the child care
person, is a center. There is the assessment format that it makes useful of child and parents. It was
suggested that first is that it was good method as a on the job training to develop the point of view
for a child care person which to see a child. Second is that “Learning Story” was the
characteristic methodology that it matched the cultural character of New Zealand. It hopes for
making the early childhood education curriculum in consideration of the cultural background and

the preparation of the assessment in Japan.
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